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THERE are more than six billion 

people on the planet that worship 

a god or gods in one form or 

another. But humanity’s belief in 

god has fundamentally changed. 

Today, most adherents of religion 

believe in a benevolent, merciful, 

and loving god (or gods). But it was 

not always this way. 

In the ancient world, gods and 

goddesses were believed to cast 

their wrath and fury upon the 

world, bringing droughts and 

floods, sickness, crop failures, 

plagues, and endless disasters. 

There were, of course, benevolent 

deities too—protectors, providers, 

healers, creators, and saviors, 

but their favor could not always 

be counted on, and keeping 

them appeased with offerings, 

rituals, or sacrifice, was of utmost 

importance. 

Religious beliefs were so intricately 

woven into the fabric of existence 

that major events, such as wars, 

the rise and fall of rulers, and 

natural disasters; and even the 

ordinary events of daily life, were 

all believed to be under the will of 

the gods—nothing happened on 

earth unless first decreed in the 

heavens. 

In many ways, these gods of old 

have never truly left us. Tales 

of their battles, bickering, and 

conquests have influenced the 

course of our language and 

narrative. In fact, we pay homage 

to them daily; every Thursday 

(Thor’s Day), for example, we recall 

the Norse god Thor, the almighty 

god of thunder, while in February, 

we recollect Februus, the Roman 

god of purification. 

Traces of these ancient gods are 

also found in our modern-day 

symbols. The caduceus staff of god 

Mercury remains a symbol of trade 

and commerce, while the rod of 

Greek god Asclepius is a symbol 

used by healthcare and medical 

practices around the world. 

Not only have the ancient gods 

never truly disappeared, but a 

revival in polytheistic beliefs 

is stirring once more. Nordic 

paganism is now Iceland’s 

fastest-growing religion, with the 

construction of the first temple 

to Thor and Odin in over 1,000 

years, and all across Europe, we 

are seeing a renewed interest and 

adherence to old pagan traditions. 

Will we see the rise of the ancient 

gods once more? 

JOANNA GILLAN 
Chief Editor, Ancient Origins Magazine 

iT: ANCIENT GODS 

EXPERTS IN THIS ISSUE... 

DR. KEN JEREMIAH 

Dr. Ken Jeremiah is a researcher 

and author specializing in religions, 
mummification, and spirituality, as 
well as a television personality. 

MARTINI FISHER 

Martini Fisher is a mythographer and 
author who gathers myths and legends 
from around the globe to present 
them ina relevant and approachable 
way for modern audiences. 
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Archaeonews 
Il By Micki Pistorius 

Found! Place Where John the Baptist was Condemned 

In the New Testament, Salome is claimed to have demanded the head of John the 

Baptist at the birthday celebrations of her stepfather Herod Antipas | Salome with 
6 the Head of John the Baptist, Titian, 1515 

The place where John the Baptist 

was allegedly condemned to 

death by Herod Antipas has just 

been revealed by an archaeologist 

from the Hungarian Academy 

of Science, Gyozo Voros, in the 

recently released book Holy 

Land Archaeology on Either Side: 

Archaeological Essays in Honour of 

Eugenia Alliata. 

In 1980, a courtyard in the ruins 

of Machaerus, a fortified hilltop 

palace in Jordan, was excavated. 

Machaerus was identified by 

the first-century scholar Flavius 

Josephus as the location of Herod 

Antipas’ palace. Voros recently 

unearthed a semicircular-shaped 

niche located adjacent to the 

courtyard that was once the site 

of Antipas’ throne. It was from this 

throne that Antipas would have 

watched Salome, the daughter of 

his fiancé Herodias, mesmerize him 

with a beguiling dance. He offered 

her her heart’s desire as a reward 

and Herodias, who was upset that 

John the Baptist disapproved of 

her intended marriage to Herod, 

convinced her daughter to ask for 

John’s head on a platter. 

While Antipas was allegedly 

shocked by the request, he 

ultimately acquiesced. He ordered 

John the Baptist’s arrest and 

subsequent beheading, and that 

was how the venerated religious 

prophet who foretold the birth of 

Jesus lost his life, or so it is written. 
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Ancient Persian Script 
Decoded for the First Time 
French archaeologist Francois Desset, a specialist in Near Eastern 

archaeology from the University of Tehran’s Department of Archaeology, 

has just made a breakthrough on the Linear Elamite script. Whereas 

Mesopotamia (Iraq) has always been recognized as the birthplace of 

cuneiform writing, Desset now claims that honor should be shared with 

the Persians (Iran). He bases his claim on a 4400-year-old cuneiform bas- 

relief and hand-carved clay tablets found in the ancient city of Susa in 

southwest Iran (old Persia), which proves that script originated during 

the Early Bronze Age in the neighboring regions. 

The Iranian Linear Elamite script was unearthed in 1901 AD, but no one 

could decipher it, until now. Desset’s painstaking ten-year work finally 

paid off. Susa was once the capital city of the Elamite Empire, spanning 

the region of the modern-day provinces of Ilam and Khuzestan in Iran 

and was culturally united with ancient Mesopotamia. During later 

domination by the Akkadian dynasty (c. 2334-c. 2154 BC), the Elamites 

may have adopted the Sumero-Akkadian cuneiform script. m 

7 
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The Amazon 

has long been a 

river of mystery. 

Alternative 

Fora quarter century, Ye€Sea rchers 

J. Douglas Kenyon like Harold T. 

was editorand Wilkins and lvan 

publisher of Atlantis T- Sanderson 

Rising Magazine. For believed the 

more information Yegion was 

visit the web site home to an 

AtlantisRising.com advanced ancient 
civilization. 

Legends like ‘El Dorado’ led many 

to dream of fabulous temples 

and hoards of gold waiting in the 

jungles. In southern Brazil in the 

1920s, celebrated British explorer 

Col. Percy Fawcett disappeared 

while searching for a lost jungle 

city. Even though the dream of 

a forgotten ancient civilization 

in the Amazonian rainforests 

has never fully materialized, 

the mythic possibilities have 

continued to enflame the public 

imagination. And now, a new 

television documentary may be 

adding fuel to the fire. 

In January, with much fanfare, 

Channel 4, the British news 

broadcaster, unveiled an 

immense display of “ice age” 

rock art with tens of thousands 

of paintings of people, animals, 

and abstract symbols. In Jungle 

Mystery: Lost Kingdoms of the 

Amazon, Palaeo-anthropologist 

Ella Al-Shamahi revealed in 

an almost inaccessible area of 

Colombia, an eight-mile stretch of 

spectacular, previously unknown, 

cliff-face art. 

ORIGINS 

Many drawings, mostly in long- 

lasting red ochre paint, show 

large, now-extinct animals 

such as mastodons. Clearly the 

product of sustained indigenous 

effort over generations, the 

site is an emphatic rejection 

of the once orthodox doctrine 

that no humans were present 

in the Americas at the time. 

Dubbed the “Sistine Chapel” 

of ancient rock art, the spot is 

believed to be at least 12,500 

years old, but it could be much 

older. Strangely, the drawings 

resemble discoveries of cave 

art made in the 1970s in 

neighboring Brazil, derided by 

some ‘experts,’ but considered 

by others to be evidence that 

humans were present in South 

America over 29,000 years ago. 

For many years, Niede 

Guidon, a Franco-Brazilian 

archaeologist, carried out large- 

scale excavations at a cave 

called Pedra Furada. Though 

her work was systematically 
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attacked, she continued to 

defend its validity, commenting 

in an interview with Athena 

Review (2002, vol. 3. no. 2), 

“The theories on the peopling 

of America are only theories, 

and in prehistory it is not 

possible to say that something 

does not exist only because we 

do not find it. A theory is not 

a law, but may and must be 

changed each time new facts 

are discovered.” 

Paintings at Pedra Furada can 

now be compared to those 

reported in such profusion 

in Colombia. Pedra Furada, 

Guidon said then, was the 

oldest such cave ever found 

in the Americas, and art 

was present there in greater 

abundance than at any other 

ancient cave site, including 

Europe. Her findings were 

largely rejected, because 

academic archaeology then 

insisted that human habitation 

in the Americas went back 
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only about 12,000 years to the 

so-called Clovis horizon when 

Siberians, presumably, crossed 

the ancient Bering Straits ice 

bridge, and proceeded to 

populate the Americas. That 

school of thought, however, has 

taken some direct hits of late 

and now appears to be, finally, 

on its way to the dust heap. 

One of the earliest serious 

challenges to the Clovis 

hypothesis was recently 

revisited in southern Chile. At 

Monte Verde, new evidence 

suggests that a much-disputed 

dating of 14,500 years BP, 

proposed in the 1970s by 

Vanderbilt archaeologist Tim 

Dillehay may, if anything, 

have undershot the mark, and 

that human antiquity in the 

Americas could actually be far 

greater than even many cutting- 

edge experts have supposed. 

Meanwhile, remains found in 

Yukon, South Carolina, Alberta, 

1 - Cliff art from Colombia 
shown on the Channel 4 
documentary Jungle Mystery: 
Lost Kingdoms of the Amazon 

2 - Rocks and mastodon bones 
from 130,000 years ago 

3 - Niede Guidon in 1980 in 
an excavation at the mouth 

of the Pedra Furada cave 

4 - Rock paintings at 
Pedra Furada; Detail 

and elsewhere, have firmly 

established that, well before 

Clovis, humanity was present 

in the Americas. In Chesapeake 

Bay, for example, in 2017, 

in an area underwater for 

14,000 years, a 22,000-year- 

old mastodon skull along with 

sophisticated flint knives was 

dredged up by University of 

Delaware geologist Darrin 

Lowery. Lowery believed that 

rather than being colonized 

from the northwest, America 

may have been settled from 

the east, i.e., Europe, by very 

ancient seafarers—so-called 

Solutreans. 

Smithsonian Magazine in 

recent years has chronicled 

numerous discoveries testing 

the foundations of orthodoxy 

in places like Monte Verde 

and Aucilla River in Florida 

(“When Did Humans Come to 

the Americas?” Smithsonian, 

February 2013). In a study 

published in the journal 

Nature in July 2020, the 

question got a new look and 

some new Carbon-14 data 

points, indicating that at least 

10,000 years earlier than once 

thought, humans were in 

America. Indeed, excavations 

in Chiquihuite Cave in northern 

Mexico show human occupation 

26,500 years ago. 

And if that were not enough for 

old-school archaeology to chew 

on, a December 2020, study in 

Journal Archaeology Science is 

refuting orthodoxy’s apparently 

premature rejection of findings 

made in 2017 at the Cerutti 

Mastodon site near San Diego. 

Bone residue now found on the 

stones supports the staggering 

assertion that Americans were 

butchering mastodons, and 

breaking their bones with stone 

tools, as far back as 130,000 

years ago. 

Once again, the horizons of the 

ancient past have expanded, 

exponentially. = 9 
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4 Readers may 

om | have noticed 
some of the 
Fabulous 

Charles Christian isa Creatures 

barrister and Reuters featured in 

correspondent turned _ this series 

writer, award-winning have been 

tech journalist, radio distinctly 

presenter, podcaster, UN pleasant, 

it 

blogger, storyteller, if not 

andsometime downright 

werewolf-hunter who evil, so we 

presentsaweekly are starting 

podcast: the Weird 2021 with 

Tales Radio Show one of the 

friendlier and 

more helpful members of the 

Otherworld, namely the Hob. 

As ever, the etymology and 

nomenclature of these creatures 

is confusing and subject to 

regional variations, so along with 

hob, you may also encounter 

them with the name hobithrusts 

or boggles. They are not however 

hobgoblins, but instead fall 

into the Brownie category of 

otherworldly creatures, who are 

generally helpful towards people 

but can be mischievous if they 

feel they are being taken for 

granted or misused. Personally, | 

wonder if they are derived from 

the small household gods — or 

Lares Familiares — that were once 

so popular across the Roman 
Empire in pre-Christian times? 

Geographically, they used to be 

found — and many believe can still 

be found — across the northern 

10 

half of England, from the Midlands 

to the Scottish Borders. Hobs have 

been described as being like small, 

hairy, wizened old men, who wear 

mismatched old clothes (sounds 

a bit like me!). And, in common 

with many of these brownie-like 

creatures, we never hear of female 

hobs, so how they reproduce 

remains a mystery — although this 

may explain why they are now so 

rarely seen. 

My own personal interest in hobs 

stems from the fact | grew up near 

the ‘home’ of one of the most 

famous hobs in England and once, 

as a schoolboy, went on a hob 

hunt. 

The location was the little fishing 

village of Runswick Bay, which 

lies about 10 miles north of the 

historic port of Whitby, and local 

legend has it that a hob called 

Hobthrush used to live in one of 

the many small caves — called Hob 

Holes — that can be found dotting 

the cliffs of Runswick’s bay. There 

is some debate as to whether the 

caves were naturally formed by 

the sea or by local people digging 

for a black, semi-precious stone 

called jet. In the late 19th century, 

Whitby used to be the center of 

the jet jewelry manufacturing 

industry. 

Hobthrush was said to be able to 

cure a medical complaint called 

whooping cough, which was 

highly contagious and a big issue 

for British schools in the 1950s. 

THE HOB — ONE OF THE FRIENDLIER 
DENIZENS OF THE OTHERWORLD 

Apparently all a mother had to do 

was take her child (suffering from 

whooping cough) into the deepest 

cave and call out: 

“Hob Hole Hob, 

Hob Hole Hob, 

My bairn’s gotten t’kink cough, 

Take it off, take it off.” 

(“Kink cough” was what the locals 

used to call whooping cough.) 

| was not suffering from whooping 

cough, but on my schoolboy trip 

to Runswick Bay it did not stop me 

from going into one of the Hob 

Holes and cheekily shouting: 

“Hob Hole Hob, 

Hob Hole Hob! 

Show us yourself 

And I'll give you a bob!” 

(A “bob” was an old silver shilling 

or 5p in modern British money.) 

But nothing happened — no hob 

ever materialized to relieve me 

of my money. In fact, the last 

reports | read from Runswick Bay 

said stormy winter seas a couple 

of years ago had badly eroded 

the Hob Hole caves, so | guess 

Hobthrush the Hob has now 

moved out for good. m 
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MEN OF 
AS HOKA 
AN ANCIENT INDIAN Mabrenid JUS SECRET SOCIETY | 

THE NINE f f 

|| BY KERRY SULLIVAN 

HERE is a pervasive legend in India his grandfather’s legacy and maintain the 

of an ancient secret society that is still empire. In the region between what was once 

in custody of a vast corpus of advanced Calcutta and Madras, the Kalingan’s resisted 

intelligence and knowledge. Believed to the imperial rule, leading to an all-out war. 

have been formed over 2,000 years ago, the Ashoka’s vastly superior forces are said to 

‘Nine Unknown Men’ is widely suspected of have killed over 100,000 of Kalinga’s warriors 

manipulating political and societal trends in and deported over 150,000 of the region’s 

order to further their personal goals. But is villagers. Despite having won the war, Ashoka 

this secret society real or merely the stuff of was aghast at the carnage such a victory 

legend? entailed. From then on, he swore off violence 

. ; forever. 
The society of the ‘Nine Unknown Men’ was 

formed shortly after 226 BC by Emperor Emperor Ashoka is best known for his 

Ashoka. Grandson of the legendary emperor conversion to Buddhism and his efforts to 

who unified the Indian subcontinent, spread the peaceful religion throughout India 

Chandragupta, Ashoka was eager to uphold as well as Malaya, Ceylon, and Indonesia. His 

efforts contributed to Buddhism’s later rise in 

China, Nepal, Tibet, and Mongolia. Ashoka was 

incredibly tolerant of other religious sects, for 

example, although he was a sworn vegetarian, 

he did not force others to do likewise. He did, 

however, prohibit the consumption of alcohol. 

According to Louis Pauwels and Jacques 

Bergier’s (2016) book The Nine Unknown Men - 

Sub-Figura Vel Liber Caeruleus, “he renounced 

the idea of trying to integrate the rebellious 

people, declaring that the only true conquest 

was to win men’s hearts by observance of the 

laws of duty and piety, because the Sacred 

Majesty desired that all living creatures should 

enjoy security, peace, and happiness and be 

free to live as they pleased.” 
Relief from Sanchi, showing Ashoka 
on his chariot. First century BC 

12 



So committed was the emperor to this mission 

that he sought to prevent his fellow man 

from perpetrating evil, particularly the evil of 

warfare. The task of collecting, preserving, 

and containing all knowledge was too great for 

one emperor to accomplish 

on his own, not least due to 

the other duties required Ashoka 

for ruling an empire. So a 

Ashoka summoned nine of summone 

the most brilliant minds in nine of the most 
India. For security purposes, er ‘ 

the identity of these men brilliant minds 

was never made public. in India. These 

Together, these geniuses 

formed a secret society that S€Nl1USES formed a 

came to be known as the secret society that 

‘Nine Unknown Men,’ 
a came to be known 

The organization set — 

out accumulating all the as the ‘Nine 

scientific knowledge they Unknown Men/ 

could muster, from natural 

science, to psychology, 

to the composition of matter. Fearing that if 

laymen had access to scientific knowledge 

they would use it for destruction, only the 

Nine Men were permitted to study and 

develop scientific theories and technology. To 

excel in this daunting task, each of the Nine 

was charged with a specific book that he had 

to update, revise, and ultimately perfect the 

knowledge on the subject. 
Chrisil964/CC BY SA 4.0 

The Lion Capital of Ashoka of Sarnath, now the National Emblem of India, 3rd ] 
century BC, dated to the reign of Ashoka the Great during the Maurya Empire 



When one of the Nine could 

no longer complete the task 

— whether from the wish to 

retire, fading health, or death - 

the obligation was passed to a 

chosen successor. The number of 

members in the society always 

remained nine. Thus the society 

of the ‘Nine Unknown Men’ has 

allegedly survived for over 2,000 

years. 

Speculation about the contents 

of each of the nine books varies 

widely. However, Talbot Mundy, 

an English writer, published a book 

entitled The Nine Unknown Men in 

1923, which contains a list of the 

nine books. This list is generally 

accepted: 

1. Propaganda: The first book 

deals with techniques of 

propaganda and psychological 

warfare. “The most dangerous of 

all sciences is that of molding mass 

opinion, because it would enable 
anyone to govern the whole 

world,” according to Mundy. 

2. Physiology: The second book 

discusses physiology and explains 

how to kill a person by touching 

him or her, known as the ‘touch of 

death’, simply by the reversal of a 

nerve impulse. It is said that the 

martial art of Judo is a result of 

leakages from the second book. 

14 

3. Microbiology: The third volume 

focuses on microbiology and 

biotechnology. 

4. Alchemy: The fourth deals with 

alchemy and the transmutation 

of metals. According to another 

legend, in times of severe 

drought, temples and religious 

relief organizations received large 

quantities of gold from a secret 

source. 

5. Communication: The fifth book 

contains a study of all means of 

communication, terrestrial and 

extraterrestrial, alluding that 

the ‘Nine Unknown Men’ were 

cognisant of alien presence. 

6. Gravity: The sixth book focuses 

on the secrets of gravitation and 

actual instructions on how to 

build an ancient Vedic Vimana (like 

Vaiminika Shastra on aerospace 

technology). 

7. Cosmogony: The seventh 

contains cosmogony and matters 

of the Universe. 

8. Light: The eighth deals with light 

- including the speed of light and 

how to use it as a weapon. 

9. Sociology: The ninth and final 

book discusses sociology. It 

includes rules for the evolution 

of societies and the means of 

foretelling their decline. 
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But did the ‘Nine Unknown 

Men’ really exist? Emperor 

Ashoka may very well have 

asked nine men of unknown 

identity to assemble 

scientific knowledge, 

particularly with regards to 

its application in warfare. 

This was a very fractious 

time and other emperors 

have been known to order 

similar initiatives. 

These men may have 

explored different empires’ 

battle tactics and training, 

weapons manufacturing, 
horse/elephant handling, 

and perhaps even 

gunpowder usage. But did 

an ancient society exist in 

secrecy for over 2,000 years, 

controlling global events 

from the remote jungles 

of India without modern 

equipment, infrastructure, 

or technology? For now, it 

remains a mystery. = 

Top: Ashoka with his 
Queens, South Gate, 

Stupa no. 1, Sanchi, 

Madhya Pradesh, India 

Left: Portrait of a young 
Indian scholar, Mughal 
miniature by Mir Sayyid 
Ali, circa 1550 AD 



Petra, Jordan 

Probably made famous 

by the /ndiana Jones 

and the Last Crusade 

movie, Petra in Jordan 

sm alisixedaler-}ihvaLdarey ial 

as Raqmu or Raqém. 

Talateledinstem ce) a Aelele) 

years, it was the capital 

of the Nabataeans by 

the fourth century BC. 

It was an important 

crossroad on the 

ancient trade route 

from Gaza in the west, 

to Bosra and Damascus 

in the north, to Aqaba 

and Leuce Come on 

the Red Sea, and 

across the desert to 

the Persian Gulf. The 

famous Al-Khazneh 

structure — believed to 

be the mausoleum of 

Nabataean King Aretas 

IV — was carved in the 

first century AD. With 

idayemel=telllaremlameelUlakiaa 

(o [Ulm Kom Xe) Vi (eet ho 
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had the opportunity 
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excavations in front of 

the treasury. m 
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Minerva, the Roman goddess of wisdom and strategic warfare . Statue at Pavia, Italy 
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Amaterasu is the Japanese sun goddess, 
daughter of creator deities Izanagi and 

Izanami, and central to the Shinto religion 



THE AGE OF 

THE GODS 
A JAPANESE CREATION MYTH 
|| BY EC RAMMEL 

APANESE mythology is 

collectively chronicled in the 

Kojiki, the oldest historical 

cord written in Japan in 712 AD, 

and in the Nihon Shoki written in 

720 AD. As was common practice 

before the age of script, these 

tales were passed on through 

oral traditions—the Teiki and Kuji, 

among others—for generations 

before they were ever recorded. 

The Kojiki and Nihon Shoki 

comprise the creation mythology 

of the Japanese and the Shinto 

religion, describing the formation 

of the heavens and the earth, the 

islands of Japan, the gods, and the 

creation of mankind. 

The Kojiki commences with the 

Kamiyo, or Age of the Gods, an 

age which begins with a lifeless, 

silent universe. Sounds began to 

indicate the movement of particles 

throughout the vast, formless 

space. This movement resulted in 

light, which remained at the top of 

the universe. A cloud of particles 

beneath then formed heaven, 

and the particles that could not 

rise created the earth. Three 

deities then began the process 

of creation. Two “essences” 

also formed, Passive and Active, 

and became the ancestors of 

everything. : 
es Two “essences” formed, Passive 

e nex . 
stage and Active, and became the 
provides an ancestors of everything 
account of 

the kami, or gods, known as the 

Seven Generations of the Age of 

the Gods. In total, there are 12 

deities chronicled during this time 

A page from the 
Tanaka version of the 
Nihon Shoki | Early 

period. Heian period (794-1185) 
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Izanagi and Izanami were the last 

generation of kami and the pair is 

said to have created the Japanese 

islands, 14 in all. 

According to mythology, they were 

tasked with making, consolidating, 

and giving “birth to this drifting 

land.” Looking down on the earth 

from a golden bridge in heaven, 

they dipped their jeweled spear— 

which they had received from 

the gods before them—into the 

sea, and the island of Onogo was 

formed (original names of some 

of the islands included Lovely- 

Princess, Prince-Good-Boiled-Rice, 

Brave-Good-Youth, Luxuriant- 

Sun-Youth, and Great-Lamato, the 

Luxuriant-Island-of-the-Dragonfly). 

They descended upon the island 

and created a home there. On this 

island, a great pillar, the August 

Pillar, was located. In order to 

procreate, they parted and walked 

around the pillar, Izanagi from one 

direction and Izanami from the 

other. They met in the middle and 

there wooed one another, Izanami 

saying “Oh, what a comely young 

man,” to which Izanagi replied, 

“How delightfully, | have met a 

lovely maiden.” But the gods were 

not pleased that Izanami, being a 

woman, was the first to speak, and 

they cursed the couples’ offspring. 

Hiroku, their first child, was said to 

have been hideous and cast out, 

and the subsequent children were 

also corrupted. The gods then 

explained the curse to Izanagi and 

Izanami, who then took another 

trip around the pillar, this time 

with Izanagi being the first to 

speak. The curse was lifted and the 

couple bore many offspring. 

First to be born were the = 

Oyashimakuni, or the Land of Eight 7 
Great Islands, and then the six 

minor islands followed. 

22 
Kobayashi Izanami and Izanagi 



Udo shrine is in a 

cave in the side of the 
fel bbsasatctcvamy\p(el abbat-bab 

Japan. Several gods 
are venerated here, 
including Amaterasu 

Once this task was 

completed, the couple went 

on to create numerous kami 

(spirits or divine beings 

worshipped in Shinto). The 

last kami born to the gods 

was Kagutsuchi, the fire 

god. He is said to have burnt 

his mother so severely at 

his birth that she died as 

he slipped into the Land of 

Yomi, the Japanese Hell. 

Izanagi’s tears at Izanami’s 

death were the source of 

more deities. Izanagi, so 

angered at the sight of his 

infant son, took his sword 

and beheaded him. The 

blood that collected on this 

sword thus formed eight 

martial kami, and eight kami 

of mountain and iron were 

formed from the blood 

pooling from Kagutsuchi’s 

limbs. 

Izanagi followed his beloved 

to the underworld to rescue 

her, but he found nothing 

was left of her but a rotting, 

living corpse. He ran away 

in fear, and she is said to 

have cursed his retreat. 

“Every day | shall kill one 

thousand people in the lands 

we created,” to which he 

replied, “Every day | shall 

create one thousand five 

hundred people.” 

The fire god was the 

father of the Sun goddess, 

Amaterasu, the Moon 

goddess, and the god of 

Force, or Impetuous Male. 

The Sun goddess and the 

Impetuous Male carried 

on with creation by biting 

off parts of the jewels and 

swords they wore and 

blowing them away. This 

is how numerous other 

gods and goddesses were 

born, as well as the heads 

of clans and the rest of 

mankind. In fact, the first 

Japanese emperor, Jimmu 

(660 BC), was considered 

a descendant of the 

grandson of the Sun goddess 

Amaterasu. Historically, the 

nation’s emperors were 

generally considered to be 

descendants of the kami. 

Day and night are attributed 

to Tsukiyumi, the Moon god, 

and Amaterasu, the Sun 

goddess, as the constant 

bickering between the two 

led to an irreparable fight. 

They decided they could no 

longer look at each other 

and parted ways. At one 

point Amaterasu is said to 

have hidden in a cave, thus 

causing a constant darkness 

to fall over the earth. The 

other gods, in fear of the 

darkness, had to lure her out 

with a mirror. 

One interesting aspect of 

the Kamiyonanayo (Seven 

Generations), is that the last 

five of the seven generations 

are male deities betrothed 

to female deities who are 

also their sisters; Izanami 

was the younger sister of 

Izanagi, for example. Of 

course, incestuous relations 

and intermarriages among 

royalty were not considered 

unusual in many western 

European countries, but this 

was not historically the case 

in Japanese culture. m 
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UNDERSTANDING 

THE GODS 

OF EGYPT 
ENR OENE NOI NEAA Se 

NATURE 

|| BY ALEKSA VUCKOVIC 

ANCIENT EGYPT isa 

never-ending source of 
inspiration — their myths, 

their history, and their 

art are so wonderful and 

enigmatic that they have 

intrigued researchers for 

decades. But perhaps the 

most astonishing part of the 

ancient Egyptians is their 

religion. 

Ancient Egyptian society 

placed great emphasis on the 

polytheistic, highly complex 

belief in many deities and 

the myths associated with 

them. Many of these gods 

and goddesses had an animal 

form, as these animals 

played a crucial role in the 

everyday lives of Egyptians. 

In fact, this pantheon was 

so complex that it contained 

more than 1400 deities, with 

some scholars claiming that 

this number is even greater. 

The Egyptians believed that 

these deities were present 

in every part of their life and 

would influence both nature 

and the lives of humans. 

Worship of these gods was 

an integral part of everyday 

life and would be carried out 

both in temples and at home 

shrines. Complex rituals 

and invocations survived 

in hieroglyphic writing and 

give an insight into the very 

fluid beliefs of Egyptians 

regarding almost every 

aspect of the world around 

them. 

Animals were often 

mummified as a way of 

sacrifice and worship, and 

great emphasis was placed 

on death, the afterlife, and 

rebirth. 
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created by Thoth, the 

god of knowledge, 

hieroglyphs were vital in 

Animals had a complex role in the the fulfillment of royal 

religion of Egyptians. duties and were used by 
role) {=a a0] °)av-]e-lo) akw-lare, 

1 a=) | amcor dl] of =1om Ko a1 00) ge 

the achievements of 

their reign. Today, 
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Some in the Egyptian pantheon in sacred texts, 

were related to seemingly minor or sarcophagi, tombs, and 

unimportant things, like Ami-kar, monuments remain as 

the singing ape god; Ari-em-dua, memories of a highly 

god of the sixth hour of night; Maa- civilized, bygone era. 

en-Ra, an ape doorkeeper god; Neb 

arit-tchetflu, goddess who created 

reptiles; Esna, the divine perch; and 

Shentayet, the goddess of widows. 

Ibises, baboons, crocodiles, 

scarabs, fish, shrews, and cats were 

all considered sacred and were 

sacrificed as a gift to the gods. 
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Amun - Father 

Amun was one of the most 
important gods of the 

Egyptian pantheon — “The 

Lord of Truth, Father of the 

i Gods, Maker of Men, Creator 
nad small rams / ill of all Animals, Lord of Things 

| Deere, Pees paes neo ay grt Poss Bit \\\\\\)AtRzamal | ti) that Are, Creator of the 
pieiinlarisd za ater eta tend Piast alas, ‘i Staff of Life”. Translated as 

“Hidden One”, Amun was 

one of the Ogdoad — the 

eight primeval deities of the 

Zeus Ammon. _ re ' Hermopolis, and at a time 
Roman copy eo the chief Theban god. As 

Ce de yf | the importance of Amun 
original from ‘ i ; 
the late 5th Vs grew and his cult spread, he 

century BC. , gained the form of Amun-Ra, 

eee in the New Kingdom. This 
of the lower , ; 4 : 4 
Nile Delta Ween combined him with Ra, the 

and Cyrenaica ee sun god, and he became the 

cleysaloybatcte W (cr-1ae bas ao. chief deity, the king of the 

Sr Pob ine Bon gods, and the creator of the 
Zeus with >) 4 ae : 

features of the 1S , and its inhabitants. 

Egyptian god r ‘period during the 
Amun-Ra . » ngdom, Amun 

me so emphasized he 

overshadowed the other 

gods. His usual depiction is in 

human form. 
Right: Gold statuette of Amun, circa 945-712 BC 
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Anubis - Lord of 
the Sacred Land 

Another highly important Egyptian god, Anubis was 

considered a canine deity, “The God of Embalming, 

God of Death, God of Afterlife, and God of 

Cemeteries”. He is famously depicted in his canine 

form — a human body with a head of a desert dog 

with a long snout and tall, pricked ears. It was 

believed that Anubis was the protector of tombs 

and would punish those who desecrated them. 

His canine form is most likely related to the jackals 

of the desert who were mostly carrion eaters — a 

clear reference to the process of mummification 

and death. He was known as the “Neb-ta-Djeser 

or the Lord of the Sacred Land, or the Dog Who 

Swallows Millions”. Jackal statues were often used 

as tomb guardians, most famously in the tomb of 

Tutankhamun. 

1922 photographs 
of the tomb of 
Tutankhamun 
by Harry Burton 
(1879-1940), 
who took the 
photographs 
at the opening 
of the Tomb of 
Tutanhkamun 
in the Egyptian 
Valley of Kings 
by Howard 
Carter and Lord 
Carnarvon in 1922 

Statuette of Anubis, circa 332 - 30 BC 
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Bastet —- the ~ 
Cat Goddess es 

A daughter of Ra, Bastet was the 

feline goddess, with her most 

popular depiction in the form of a 

domestic cat. She was an important 

deity and the patron of the ancient 

Egyptian city of Bubastis. She is 

attributed with many feminine roles, 

and as a “Goddess of Pregnancy, 

Goddess of Motherhood, Goddess 

of the Household, Goddess of Sex 

and Fertility, Goddess of Cosmetics, 

and Goddess of Women”. Her name A 
translates to “She of the Ointment Se, 

Jar”, and she is also called the “Ruler 

of the Divine Field”. Mummified cats * 
were sacred to Bastet. 
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Above: The 'Gayer-Anderson' cat statue 
(64-332 BC) depicts one form of the goddess a 
Bastet. It is made of bronze and sports gold ‘ 
jewelry. A scarab appears on the head and e 
a winged scarab is shown on the chest 

Right: Figure of Bastet, circa 664-30 BC me 4 x B 



Horus —- God 
of Kingship 
One of the oldest and most 

important Egyptian gods, Horus is 

considered the tutelary, “Patron 

Deity of all of Egypt, and the God 

of the Sky and Kingship”. He shared 

the characteristics with Ra, the sun 

deity, and is presented in the form of 

a human with the head of a falcon, 

wearing the pschent — the crown that 

symbolizes kingship over the whole 

of Egypt. His name is often translated 

as “The One up High” or “The Distant 

One”. The symbol of the Eye of Horus 

was the symbol of protection and 

royal power, and the rulers were 

known as Shemsu-Hor, the followers 

of Horus. 
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Osiris — the God 
of Rebirth 
(Oy at= eo) muarem anleysimm elee)ealial=lalmre)im uals) 

deities, Osiris is the “God of Fertility, 

(Cole Mey aX) o)iadam-lalem-Vacsla liz Crore! 

of Life and Vegetation”. He is 

associated with the underworld and 

eternal life, and his power allowed 

for vegetation to grow and the dead 

to be reborn. The ancient Egyptians 

connected seeds with Osiris, once 

dead, and as the seeds sprout so 

does Osiris come back to life. Corn 

seeds were mixed with clay and 

raalelantanvialslemlament-mcel@anmeli 

Osiris. Such mummies 

were numerous, and 

even excavated to 

e=\Vict-] 8 ef Taavarlale, 

wheat seeds that 

survived to the 

present day. 

A stela (circa 1390 
Et Koo b1@) ale 
bust (650-600 BC) 
showing the green- 
skinned god, Osiris 
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The Warrior 
Goddess 
Sekhmet 

Fierce, ferocious, yet sensual, 

Sekhmet was the “Warrior 

Goddess of Healing”. She was 

depicted as a woman with the 

head of a lioness, one of the 

fiercest animals the Egyptians 

knew. Sekhmet was known as 

“Lady of the Messengers of 

Death” and “Smiter of Nubians”, 

“The One Who Was Before the 

Gods Were” and “The Lady of the 

Place of the Beginning of Time”. 

She is one of the oldest and most 

important deities, and although 

feminine and beautiful, she 

was a wrathful and fierce deity. 

Her attributes were seemingly 

contradictory, but in fact are two 

complementary aspects — death 

and destruction, and protection 

and healing. 

Engraving of Sekhmet and Hathor 
in the Temple of Kom Ombo 



Set - Lord of Storms 
The “God of fire, God of Chaos, 

God of Violence, God of the 

Desert, and God of Trickery”, Set 

was also known as Seth or Setesh. 

He is presented in the form of 

the mysterious Set animal —a 

canine-like beast that resembles 

a jackal or a fox. He was the 

“Lord of Storms” and “The Red 

Desert”. In the extensive Egyptian 

mythology, Set played important 

roles — he repelled the serpent 

Apep, the embodiment of Chaos, 

and also killed his own brother 

Osiris, who would be avenged by 

Horus. “Powerful is His Arm” was 

a popular epithet associated with 

Set. 

Statue of Sekhmet, Set amd Nephthis, circa 

circa 1390-1353 BC 1279 - 1213 BC 

31 





The Crocodile 
God Sobek 
Another very important deity, 

Sobek, the “Lord of the Dark 

Water”, played a great role in 

the everyday lives of ancient 

Egyptians. With the Nile being the 

living heart of the entire kingdom, 

and also filled with deadly 

crocodiles, Sobek formed as a 

crocodile deity, a way to appease 

the beasts of the Nile and ensure 

a safe passage. He was invoked 

for protection on the river, but his 

nature was also related to war, 

masculinity, and military prowess. 

He was presented as a man with 

a crocodile’s head, and he was 

widely attested through the 

history of Egypt. Crocodiles were 

mummified in his honor. Wellcome Trust/CC BY 4.0 

Opposite: Carving of 
Sobek at Kom Ombo 

Left: Mummy of a 
crocodile, Egypt, 

2000-1001 BC 

Below: Mummified 

crocodiles offered 

to Sobek by 
worshippers 

Fanny Schertzer/CC BY SA 4.0 
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Taweret - Goddess 
of Fertility 
This goddess is widely attested 

as one of the more important 

deities and was important for 

over 2,000 years. Taweret, 

whose name means “She Who is 

Great”, had the form of a female 

hippopotamus — a fearsome 

depiction of an enormous beast 

with elements of a hippo, a lion, 

and a Nile crocodile. Taweret 

was a beneficent “Goddess of 

Fertility and Childbirth”, as well 

as a protector from the evil 

forces. Her form was believed to 

protect women in labor. Small 

hippopotamus statuettes were 

often placed into tombs of the 

deceased — to help with the 

successful rebirth after death. 

Taweret charms were also widely 

popular and worn by pregnant 

women. She was very popular 

among the common folk and 

was also known as “Mistress of 

the Horizon”, “Mistress of Pure 

Water”, and “Lady of the Birth 

House”. 

Heqet - Goddess 
of Childbirth 
The frog-headed “Goddess of 

Fertility and Childbirth”, Heqet was 

the female counterpart of Khnum, 

the creator god. It was believed 

that Heqet gave life to the body 

and the soul of a royal infant, 

which was shaped out of clay on 

the Khnum’s potter’s wheel. She 

was the deity associated with the 

last moments of birth, as well as 

the yearly flooding of the Nile, 

and the frogs that were left in 

the fertile soil after the water 

receded. Heqet was depicted as 

either a frog-headed woman, or 

a frog seated on a lotus, and frog 

amulets were worn by women in 

childbirth. She was known as “She 

Who Hastens the Birth”. 

Thoth - God of 
Knowledge 
Djehuty, more popularly known 

as Thoth, was the lbis-headed 

god, the “Keeper of Time” and 

“The Lord of Writing”. His usual 

form is that of a man with the 

head of an ibis or the head of 

a baboon. Both animals were 

sacred to the Egyptians. He 

had many associations through 

history but was mostly the “Deity 

of Knowledge, the Scribe of the 

Gods, the Author of all Science and 

Philosophy, the God of Wisdom”. 

His form in the underworld was 

Aani, the baboon god of the 

equilibrium. Baboons and ibises 

were mummified as offerings to 

Thoth. There are an estimated 

500,000 mummified ibises in the 

Saqqara burial grounds alone, and 

in the catacombs of Tune el-Gebel, 

roughly four million ibis burials 

were uncovered. 

In Unison 

With Nature 
From this glimpse into the very 

colorful and highly imaginative 

religion of the Egyptians, it is 

evident that they lived in unison 

with the nature around them. 

They depended on the river 

Nile which gave them life and 

crops and water, but also death 

and danger. The gods of Egypt 

are largely the faces of nature, 

and the Egyptians sought to 

appease them and master the 

nature around them. Moreover, 

they believed in an afterlife and 

rebirth, placing much emphasis on 

fertility and protection at birth. 

All of these beliefs are attested in 

archaeological and written data 

and show a complex relationship 

between life and death in ancient 

Egyptian society. = 



1 - Amulet of Taweret, 

circa 664—332 BC 

2 - A figure of Thoth carved on the 
back of the throne of the seated 
statue of Rameses II, at Luxor 

Temple | Photo by Jon Bodsworth 

3 - Frog amulets representing 

Heget, circa 1295 —1185 BC 

Jon Bodsworth/Public Domain 
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Soma is said to 
possess uplifting 
qualities and boost 
the energy and 
alertness of its 
drinker. Thus, soma 

is often said to 
bring human beings 
closer to the gods 

THE SECRET 

SUBSTANCE SOMA 
BRINGING HUMAN BEINGS CLOSER TO THE GODS 

SOMA is both the name of a 
god and a substance in Hindu 

mythology. As a deity, Soma is 

one of the most important gods in 

the Rigveda. According to the 

Puranas, Soma is often 

depicted as a god 

riding a three- 

wheeled chariot 

that is pulled by 

a team of 10 

white horses, 

or a celestial 

bull, a giant 

rising from the 

waters, a bird, 

the lord of plants, 

and an embryo. 

He is an ancient deity 

who is in charge of several 

important aspects of life, one 

being the bringer of fortune and 

health. 

The substance soma is said to be a 

drink that was originally consumed 

by the Hindu gods, though it was 

later stolen for mankind by Agni, 

the fire god. Soma the god and 

soma the drink are intertwined 

with each other, the god being 

a personification and presiding 

deity of the latter, made from 

the Soma creeper. This juice has 

been compared to the ambrosia of 

Greek mythology, and was said to 

have been originally consumed by 

the Hindu gods in order for them 

to gain their immortality. Before 

his battle with the great dragon 

Vritra, the god Indra drank rivers 

of soma so that he would have the 

strength required to overcome his 

adversary. 

As a sacred drink, soma was 

supposedly consumed during 

rituals by the priestly class in 

ancient times. When it is drunk 

by mortals outside a ritual 

context, soma is said 

to possess uplifting 

qualities and boost 

the energy and 

alertness of its 

drinker. Thus, 

soma is often 

said to bring 

human beings 

closer to the gods. 

Although soma 

is depicted in the 

Hindu scriptures as an 

important component of divine 

worship, it seems that nobody 

really knows for certain what soma 

actually is. Some have argued that 

soma causes hallucinations, thus 

candidates for soma that fall under 

this category include cannabis, 

opium, and hallucinogenic 

mushrooms. Others have 

proposed that soma could be milk, 

honey, and pomegranates. The 

question of what soma actually is 

may never be resolved. 

Archaeological investigations 

might add a new dimension to 

this debate. In Turkmenistan, a 

large shrine dating to the second 

millennium BC was discovered 

with ceramic bowls containing 

traces of cannabis and Ephedra. 

It has been suggested that 

the priests at the shrine were 

consuming a hallucinogenic drink, 

perhaps as part of their rituals. m 
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THROWING VIRGINS 
INTO THE SEA... 



AND OTHER WAYS TO 
APPEASE THE GODS 

|} BY MARTINI FISHER 

IN ANGIENT times, when the going got tough, it was believed sacrificing 

a virgin to the gods—by casting them into the sea, burying them alive, or 

tying them to rocks as tantalizing titbits for hungry monsters—was the 

best recourse. Virgin sacrifice could be executed for a number of widely 

accepted reasons: from appealing for victory in a war, to appeasing an 

angry deity, or merely to protect architecture from mishaps. For a time, 

the practice seemed to be widely recognized as many cultures contain 

traces of virgin sacrifice in their mythologies and religious texts. 
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An example of a virgin sacrifice 

mentioned in the Bible is the sacrifice 

of Jephthah’s daughter; where Jephthah 

vows to sacrifice to God whatever or 

whoever comes to greet him at the door 

when he returns home victorious. In the 

Book of Judges 11:31 Jephthah declares, 

“whatever comes out of the door of 

my house to meet me when | return in 

triumph from the Ammonites will be the 

Lord's, and | will sacrifice it as a burnt 

offering." Unfortunately, when Jephthah 

returned home from battle, it was his 

virgin daughter who came out of his 

door to greet him. 

In the 18th century, French philosopher 

Voltaire commented on the similarities 

between the legends of Jephthah and 

the Greek general, Idomeneus, who 

asked the gods to calm a storm by 

promising that he would sacrifice the 

first living thing he saw upon his return. 

The first living thing turned out to be his 

young son. 

According to Pliny the Elder, human 

sacrifice in ancient Rome was abolished 

by a senatorial decree in 97 BC, although 

by this time the practice had already 

become so rare that the decree was 

mostly a symbolic act. 

Purushamedha (human sacrifice) was 

a purely symbolic act referred to 

in the earliest records of the Hindu 

Vedas. This was followed by a period 

of embarrassment about violent 

rituals corresponding to the rise of 

Buddhism and Jainism, both of which 

placed emphasis on ahimsa (non- 

violence). This period also corresponds 

to the composition of the Chandogya 

Upanishad (circa 8 - 6 BC) which lists 

non-violence or passivity as a virtue. 



Jephthah declares, “whatever comes out 

o} im da tcme Korey aresap aah vay ace) br-(om compen (croi mente yysalcral 
I return in triumph ... I will sacrifice it as 
a burnt offering." Unfortunately, when he 
returned home, it was his virgin daughter 
who came out of his door to greet him 

The Sacrifice of Jephthah's Daughter, 

by Francisco Goya, 1774 43 



Perseus and Andromeda, by 

(Gi avzbe(a-ey-Walebucm(s-vall Melee buer- Wl sco) 

The Japanese Yasiitomi-ki, a 

diary from the 15th-century 

AD, refers to an old tradition 

called Hitobashira (human 

pillar) in which maidens 

were buried alive in the 

foundations or close to 

constructions to protect the 

buildings against disasters or 

enemy attacks. 

The question of why there 

was a need to sacrifice 

a virgin at all is a rather 

difficult one to answer as 

one is only left with traces 

of this practice in narratives, 

oral traditions, and 

mythology. 

Queen Cassiopeia was 

known as the beautiful 

wife of King Cepheus. One 

day, she boasted that her 

daughter, Andromeda, was 

far more beautiful than the 

50 Nereids or sea nymphs, 

the daughters of Nereus 

(the old man of the sea) and 

Doris. This boast angered 

Poseidon, who was married 

to Amphrite, the eldest 

of the Nereids. Poseidon 

ordered the sea monster, 

Cetus, to destroy the city 

where Andromeda lived with 

the king and queen. Cetus’ 

task was to wreak havoc in 

his pursuit and not to stop 

until the city was annihilated. 

Poseidon dictated the 

only way to intercede and 

halt Cetus was to sacrifice 

Andromeda to the monster. 

King Cepheus obeyed 

Poseidon and chained his 

daughter to a rock to save 

his land. 

However, the hero Perseus 

- who happened to pass 

by on another mission - 

saw what was happening 

and slayed Cetus, freed 

Andromeda from the chains, 

and returned her to her 

land. He eventually married 

her and they settled in 

Tiryns in Mycenae where 

they had seven sons and 

one daughter. Legend has 

it that his children went 

on to become the rulers 

of Mycenae until that 

civilization’s ultimate decline. 



Dosseman/CC BY SA 4.0 

Mosaic from 'House of Poseidon! in Zeugma, Turkey, 2nd-3rd century AD 

The question of why there 
was a need to sacrifice 
a virgin at all is a rather 
difficult one to answer 
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Impetuous Male, while 
he is watching the dragon 
swimming under the water 
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In Japan, the Kojiki (Records of 

Ancient Things, completed in 712 

AD) tells a similar story of Orochi, 

a monstrous eight-forked serpent 

that devoured seven maidens 

every year. In the eighth year, the 

heroic storm god Susanoo cut the 

serpent to pieces when he rescued 

the maiden, the rice goddess 

Kushinadahime. Like Andromeda, 

Kushinadahime also became the 

wife of her rescuer. 

However, although the more 

popular myths involve a maiden 

being rescued by a hero, the 

opposite version also exists, with 

a more tragic outcome. A similar 

narrative concerning Tachibana- 

hime is recorded in the same 

book. In this story, when Prince 

Yamatodake was crossing the sea 

to subjugate a revolt in the east, 

his boat was nearly capsized by a 

sudden storm. Believing it to be a 

punishment upon them by the sea 

god, Tachibana-hime, the prince’s 

consort, threw herself into the 

ocean to calm the agitation of the 

waves, thus saving the life of the 

prince, and leaving him free to 

fight the revolt. 

The Konjaku Monogatari compiled 

by Minamoto Kunitaka in the 

11th century AD, contains the 

oldest written account of a long 

tradition of virgin sacrifices 

who were offered to monstrous 

monkeys. Once upon a time, two 

deities, Chusan and Koya, lived 

in the province of Mimasaku in 

Japan. The body of the Chusan 

deity was a monkey and the body 

of the Koya deity was a serpent. 



Every year, a virgin was selected 

from among the inhabitants of 
the province to be offered to 

them. Once, there was a beautiful 

maiden extremely beloved by her 

parents. However, the maiden 

was selected as a sacrifice for the 

following year's festival. Therefore, 

in accordance to the tradition, she 

was given special nourishment to 
fatten her up for the day of the 
festival. A hunter came to this 

province bringing his many dogs 

which he had trained to devour 

beasts. The hunter had heard 

about the beautiful maiden and 

called upon her parents. He heard 

their lamentation and proposed 

to save their daughter from her 
death. 

On the day of the festival, a Shinto 

priest visited the house, bringing 

with him a large chest in which 

the maiden was to lock herself. 

Instead, the hunter secretly 

climbed into the chest, armed with 

a sharp sword and two of his dogs. 

Escorted by many, the chest was 

carried to the shrine, where it was 

left as a sacrifice to the monkey. 

After a while, the hunter opened 

the lid of the chest a little to peek 

and saw a giant, eight-foot-tall 

monkey. The monkey opened the 

lid of the chest. At this moment, 

Woman in Blue Combing Her Hair, 

by Goyo Hashiguchi, 1920 

the hunter jumped out of the 

chest and, with help from his dogs, 

overpowered the beast. 

At the same time, a revelation 

was made to the Shinto priest in 

the village, saying, "| (the monkey) 
need no more human sacrifices 

from now on, so come and deliver 

me from death." The priest and 

the villagers rushed to the shrine 

and informed the hunter about 

the revelation. After they implored 
him to let the monkey go, the 

hunter set the monkey free. As the 

monkey ran to the hills, the hunter 

went back to the maiden’s house 

and married her. 
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The story of Erechtheus, archaic 

king of Athens and the founder 

of the polis, is told in the /liad, 

where Athena settled him in her 

own temple on the Acropolis to 

receive an annual sacrifice of bulls 

and rams. According to Herodotus, 

Erechtheus 

waged war against Erechtheus of 

Athens. Eumolpos was motivated 

by a desire to settle his father 

Poseidon's claim that Attica 
-including Athens - was his own 

land. Poseidon, at this time, was 

still bitter at losing the patronage 

of Athens 

andAthena Erechtheus’ three daughters to Athena 
were : - whose worshipped Nad madea pledge thatif it ofan 
inunison. One sister should die the olive tree 
The story of ‘ bested his 
crechtheas: others would die as well offering 
victory of asea 

over Eumolpos, the first external 

aggressor to launch an attack on 

Athens, is also told by Thucydides: 

Eumolpos, the Thracian , allied 

with the city of Eleusis and 

spring. Erechtheus and Eumolpos 

found themselves continuing 

the rivalries of the divine older 

generation of Athena and 

Poseidon. 

While the story of Erechtheus 

and Eumolpos is known from 

many sources, the orator Lycurgus 
quotes the speech of Erechtheus' 

wife, Praxithea, in Euripides’ play 

Erechtheus. Erechtheus consulted 

the oracle at Delphi to learn how 

he might protect Athens from the 

impending siege. 

He was told that he had to sacrifice 

one of his daughters to save the 

city. However, Erechtheus’ three 

daughters had made a pledge that 

if one sister should die the others 

would die as well. Erechtheus 

shared the bad news with his wife, 

Praxithea, who made the stirring 

speech: 
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“The ruin of one 

person's house is of less 

consequence and brings 

less grief than that of 

the whole city. If there 

_ were a harvest of sons 
in our house rather than 

daughters and a hostile 

flame were engulfing 

the city, would | not 

have sent my sons into 
battle, fearing for their 

death? ... | hate women 

who in preference to the 

common good, choose 

for their own children to 

live.” 

e 

\ 

This is a very telling 

speech as it relates 

to Andromeda and 

Kushinadahime’s role 

as the ‘saviors’ of their 

cities through their 

sacrifices. In the end, ; 

Erechtheus sacrificed 

one of his daughters. 

The battle ensued and, 

as promised by the 

oracle, the Athenians 

were victorious although 

Erechtheus himself died, 

swallowed up by a chasm 

caused by Poseidon. 

The manner in which 

the other two daughters 

died is not preserved in 

the surviving fragments 

of the play, but it is clear 

that they kept their oath 

and died as well. 

| 
: 

Greek tragedy provides» 
a number of examp 

where virgin 

sac 

daughters of kings, 
sacrificed to ensure 

victory in their fathers’ 

wars. : 



Also, with remarkable frequency, soldiers were willing to die on her 

their death scenes include details behalf, she should be willing to die 

about their dresses! on theirs. The death of Polyxena, 

daughter of King Priam of Troy, 

was treated in Euripides' Hecuba 

and in Sophocles’ lost Polyxena. 

In Homer’s //liad, King Agamemnon 

sacrificed his daughter Iphigeneia 

to the goddess Artemis, to 

enable the Greek fleet to set In Hecuba, Polyxena offered 

sail from Aulis to Troy. The Neoptolemos the choice of 

lines in Aeschylus' Agamemnon cutting her chest, as he would 

describe Iphigeneia as being kill a man, or slitting her throat, 

“wrapped round in her robes" like he would sacrifice an animal. 

and her saffron robe "falling A sixth-century BC Tyrrhenian 

to the ground." In Euripides’ amphora shows Polyxena in the 

version of the story, Iphigeneia, course of being sacrificed where 

under the impression she was she is wrapped with her arms 

on her way to her wedding with in an elaborately woven robe. 

Achilles, was dressed as a bride. Here, the iconography of virgin 

Although Iphigeneia first begged sacrifice seems to borrow from the 

for her life, she later acquiesced iconography of animal sacrifice as 

to being sacrificed, reminding shown on a black figure amphora 

her distraught mother Queen in Viterbo. Just as the bull is 

Clytemnestra, that in doing so she carried horizontally by a group 

would save Greece: "You bore me of men and slit at the throat, so 

for all the Greeks, not yourself Polyxena was hoisted horizontally 

alone", reiterating the sentiment and cut across the neck. One is 

of Praxithea that, just as boys go reminded of the action described 

to war, girls get sacrificed, both for in the Agamemnon by the sacrifice 

the good of the polis. This would of Iphigeneia in which the maiden 

also explain the preoccupation is raised "as a kid, above the altar." 

with the virgins’ attires. The virgin 

sacrifice would have been seen 

as somewhat of a rite of passage 

in the time of war. Where boys 

became men by donning their 

military armor and dedicating their 

young lives to their polis — ‘for 

king and country’ - girls became 

women by dressing up for their 

sacrifice—also for their polis. 

Nowadays, wars are still waged, 

but women enlist alongside their 

brothers in camouflage uniforms. 

The goddesses should be proud of 

them. = 

Euripides first took up the 

theme of human sacrifice in his 

Herakleidai, where a virgin had 

to be sacrificed to save Athens 

from the forces of Argos. Makaria, 

daughter of Herakles, volunteered. 

She reasoned that if the Athenian 
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Above: Neoptolemus sacrificing Polyxena after the capture of 
Troy. Attic black-figure Tyrrhenian amphora, circa 570-550 BC 
Opposite: The Sacrifice of Iphigeneia, by Bertholet Flémal, circa 1650 
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SACRIFICE*OB THE 
INNOCENT 

THE CULT OF MOLOCH 
||By CALEB STROM 

MOLOCH is well known in the Bible for 
being the god to whom child sacrifices appear 

to have been made in a shrine outside the 
city of Jerusalem. Although Moloch is well 

known in the Bible, he is less well-known in 

the archaeological and historical records, 

leading to disagreements over the identity of 

the god as well as the exact nature of the cult 

of Moloch. 

The name “Molech” or “Moloch” most 

likely comes from the Hebrew word Melekh, 

meaning king. For a long time, it was believed 

that Moloch was another name for Milcom, 

the chief deity of the Ammonites, but this view 

has fallen out of favor because of more recent 

research. 

The name of Molech was most likely a title or 

epithet for a deity rather than an actual name. 

It is common in Phoenician and Canaanite 

inscriptions for deities to be referred to as the 

king of something. Malkandros, another name 

for El, the head of the Canaanite pantheon, for 

example, translates to “King of Man.” 

WAS MOLOCH BA’AL-HADAD? 

One suggested identity for Molech is the 

Canaanite deity, Ba’al-Hadad or Hadad. Hadad 

was considered the king of the gods by the 

ancient Canaanites. Evidence that Moloch 

can be identified with him comes from the 

fact that the pagan altars in the valley of Ben- 

Hinnom where children were sacrificed are 

also described as altars to Ba’al by the prophet 

Jeremiah. Furthermore, Assyrian texts state 

that child sacrifices were made to Adad, the 

Assyrian equivalent of the Canaanite Hadad. 

This makes it reasonable to suggest that 

child sacrifices may have also been made 

to Hadad and that a cult of child sacrifice 

may have been related to him. 

THE MACABRE CULT OF MOLOCH 

In the Biblical account, children are 

said to have been sacrificed or “passed 

through the fire” to Moloch at a shrine 

outside the city walls of Jerusalem 

called Topheth, in the valley of Ben-Hinnom. 
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Assyrian soldiers carrying 
* astatue of Adad, god 

of weather, hurricanes, 

storms, thunder, and rain 

Although it is most likely that 

this practice was due to the 

introduction of a foreign deity, 

it has also been suggested that 

the Judahites believed that 

they were making sacrifices to 

Yahweh, the national deity of the 

ancient Judahites and Israelites. 

Either way, the prophets harshly 

condemn this practice as being 

offensive to Yahweh - whether it 

be a corruption of Yahweh worship 

or worship of a foreign deity such 

as Ba’al-Hadad. 

The practice of child sacrifice is 

attested to in other sources 

throughout the ancient 
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Mediterranean world, particularly 

in Carthage. In that city, a 

sacred grove and a temple were 

dedicated to one such cult. 

Carthage was founded by 

Phoenician colonists, which 

gives them a connection to the 

Canaanites. It has been suggested 

that there is also a connection 

between the child sacrifices 

practiced in Carthage and similar 

practices in Canaan and Judah, 

such as the cult of Moloch. 

Some scholars dispute this 

suggestion saying that the 

Carthaginian practices differed 

Vintage drawing or engraving of 
biblical story of prophet Elijah on 
Mount Carmel asking God to set 

fire and defeat Baal 

Gatilek-rveutses 

is said to have 

been a regular 
part of the cult 
of Moloch 

from the cult of Moloch. It is 

commonly believed that child 

sacrifice at Carthage was usually 

only done during times of extreme 

crisis, per Classical sources, 

whereas child sacrifice is said to 
have been a regular part of the 

cult of Moloch. 

On the other hand, it isn’t 

necessarily clear from the Biblical 

text that child sacrifice was as 

regular in the cult of Moloch, 

as has been claimed. The cult 

of Moloch may also have only 

involved the sacrifice of children 

in times of crisis, or it may have 

occurred only on special occasions 



such as annual festivals or at the 

birth of a first-born child. These 

practices are attested in other parts 

of the ancient Mediterranean. As 

a result, there isn’t necessarily a 

reason to think that one cult involved 

regular sacrifices while the other one 

did not. 

CHILD SACRIFICE OR INITIATION? 

Another major point of contention 

in the study of Moloch is whether 

or not children were sacrificed at 

all. Some scholars as well as ancient 

Rabbis have suggested that to “pass 

through the fire” meant passing 

between rows of fire in an initiation 

rite. In this view, the “abomination of 

Moloch” condemned by the Hebrew 

prophets was actually Jewish children 

being initiated into paganism. 

Thus, children were not actually 

sacrificed at all and it was the 

initiation ceremony that alarmed the 

prophets. 

There are some problems with this 

view, however. Although there are 

some cases where the text could 

be referring to something like 

this initiation rite, there are also 

cases where passing through fire 

is clearly referring to as ‘burning’. 

Furthermore, ancient Near Eastern 

texts give good reason to believe 

that actual child sacrifice did occur. 

There is a lot of uncertainty 

regarding Moloch, though a few 

things can be said with relative 

confidence. It is clear from Biblical 

and ancient Near Eastern sources 

that Moloch was probably a title 

or epithet used for a prominent 

Canaanite deity to whom children 

were at least occasionally sacrificed. 

This deity was either a foreign 

deity or he may have been a 

mischaracterization of Yahweh 

himself, though this is one of the 

less likely explanations. Beyond this, 

there is still much to learn. = 



THE TRUE ORIGINS 

OF THE GREEK 

GODDESS OF LOVE, 

SEX, AND BEAUTY 

|| BY MIRIAM KAMIL 

58 Top: The Birth of Venus, Sandro Botticelli, 1485 

APHRODITE is the Greek 
goddess of love, sex, and beauty 

and there are many tales of how 

she could entice both gods and 

mortals to lust after her. In one 

of the most famous images of the 

goddess, we see her beautiful form 

emerge from the sea, a reference 

to her fascinating origin story. But 

the true origins of the goddess 

come from long before the Greeks. 

Aphrodite was part of the ancient 

Greek pantheon. Some of her 

famous symbols are a mirror, 

scallop shell, dove, girdle, and 

apple. Of course, this popular 

goddess had many other symbols 

associated with her, and the icons 

relate to the myths and attributes 

of the goddess. 



The ancient stories of the goddess 

tend to reflect her role in love 

between the gods, humans, and 

gods and humans. Sometimes 

she was an outside influence on 

others’ stories and many times she 

was a major player in the stories 

herself. But as was common with 

the Olympian deities, Aphrodite 

also had a darker side, and revenge 

was one of her less attractive 

features. 

Nonetheless, her beauty and 

prevalence in ancient myth have 

inspired great works of art and 

literature since the goddess first 

enthralled mortal minds. She 

was the patron deity of mariners, 

courtesans, and prostitutes. 

Though, it may surprise you to 

know that her cult was actually 

said to be pretty austere for 

the times. The Romans adopted 

Aphrodite as their goddess Venus, 

which is also the planet connected 

with her. 

APHRODITE’S FIRST ORIGIN STORY 

In the older of the two stories 

of Aphrodite’s birth, she emerges 

from the sea as a fully-grown 

woman. Her father is Uranos, the 

god of the sky, and she has no 

mother. This story takes place two 

generations before Zeus, when 

Uranos reigned with his wife Gaia, 

the goddess of the earth. Uranos 

hated his children and hid them in 

the depths of the earth, until Gaia, 

loathing her husband, devised 

a plan with her son Cronus. She 

equipped her son with a sickle and, 

when Uranos next came to sleep 

with Gaia, Cronus chopped off his 

genitals. The severed parts fell into 

the ocean and sea foam enveloped 

them. From this foam emerged the 

goddess Aphrodite. 

This story was handed down 

to us by Hesiod, one of the 

earliest Greek poets. He explains 

that Aphrodite’s name comes 

from the Greek word aphros, 

meaning “foam,” which could 

refer to the sea foam or Uranos’ 

semen. This myth is etiological, 

with Aphrodite’s birth from 

foam explaining the origin of her 

name. This is a poetic invention, 

however, and the true etymology 

of Aphrodite’s name remains 

unknown. 
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In his story, Hesiod has Aphrodite 

float past Cytherea and emerge 

at Cyprus. In ancient Greece, both 

of these cities had huge cults to 

Aphrodite. In fact, the temple of 

Aphrodite at Cyprus is as old as 

the 12th century BC, long before 

Hesiod lived. Just as he used a 

Greek word to explain the mystery 

of Aphrodite’s name, Hesiod 

here uses geographical details to 

explain why she was worshipped in 

these two cities. 

A SECOND TALE OF APHRODITE’S 
BIRTH 

In Aphrodite’s second birth story, 

she is a daughter of Zeus. Zeus is 

the grandson of Uranos and the 

son of Cronus. Like Cronus, Zeus 

overthrew his father to become 

ruler of heaven. In this story, 

Aphrodite’s mother is a goddess 

called Dione, about whom little 

else is known. It is notable that the 

name Dione is a feminized form of 

Zeus’ alternate epithet, Dios. 

The Greek poet Homer, a 

contemporary of Hesiod, 

subscribed to this second myth of 

Aphrodite’s origin and she appears 

in his epic poems the Iliad and 

the Odyssey. This Aphrodite was 

later absorbed into the Roman 

pantheon as the goddess Venus. In 

this role, she is credited with 

founding Rome through her mortal 

son, Aeneas. She also features 

as the cruel mother-in-law in 

Apuleius’ romantic epic Cupid and 

Psyche. 

ANCIENT GREEKS VIEWED THE 
GODDESS ANOTHER WAY 

Because of Aphrodite’s 

dichotomous origin stories, 

there is some confusion about 

her among Greek and Roman 

writers. In Plato’s Symposium, the 

characters discuss the differences 

between Aphrodite Urania, 

meaning “Heavenly Aphrodite,” 
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Early fifth- 
century BC 
statue of 
Aphrodite 
from 

Cyprus 

and Aphrodite Pandemos, or 

“Common Aphrodite.” 

Heavenly Aphrodite is the 

daughter of Uranos. She 

inspires the love between 

two men and the love of 

learning and wisdom. Men 

who are under the spell 

of Common Aphrodite, 

however, have no preference 

between loving women or 

men. Interested in the body 

and not the soul, their love 

is base and uninspired. This 

interpretation, however, is 

unique to Plato. In Athens, 

where Aphrodite was 

worshiped with the title 

“Pandemos,” she was not 

thought to preside over 

a lower form of love, but 

rather her quality of being 

common meant that she was 

involved in civic matters. 

HEARTS AND MYTHS MARKED 
BY THE GODDESS OF LOVE 

Different sides of Aphrodite 

and her powers can be seen 

in the myths about her. In 

one of the popular myths, 

it is said that Aphrodite 

was so beautiful that other 

gods would fight for her 

affections. This allegedly 

led Zeus to decide that the 

goddess would be wed 

to the ugly Hephaestus. 

But marriage didn’t stop 

Aphrodite from taking many 

lovers. Gi a iss 

The ruined temple of Aphrodite in 
Aphrodisias, Aydin, Turkey 



Ostara Eostre (Ostara) is one of the oldest 
Germanic goddesses associated with the coming spring 

and fertility. She is related to the older, Proto Germanic 

goddess Austr6, and the even older Proto Indo-European 

goddess Haus6s, the goddess of dawn and fertility. 

Dodola Dodola is a deity of Slavic mythology, also 
known as Perperuna, and is associated with the major 

god Perun, earth fertility, and rain. Rituals honoring 

Dodola are performed by young girls, who adorn 

themselves with leaves and sing songs of invocation. 

Taweret This ancient Egyptian goddess 
of childbirth and fertility is depicted as a large 

hippopotamus with feline legs and a crocodile tail, 

with drooping breasts. Her frightening form is part of 

her protective role - her ugliness repelled demons and 

protected newborn children. 

Inanna One of the oldest deities on Earth, Inanna 
was the ancient Mesopotamian goddess of love, fertility, 

beauty, sex, justice, and war. Known as the Queen of 

Heaven, Inanna’s cult survived into the Babylonian, 

Akkadian, and Assyrian belief under the name of Ishtar. 

Kaltes Ekwa Kaltes Ekwa is a motherly 
goddess of the Ugrians, Uralic peoples that today survive 

in the Khanty and Mansi peoples of West Siberia and the 

Urals, and distantly in the Hungarian nation. Kaltes-Ekwa 

is the goddess of dawn and fertility and the wife of the 

supreme god Num-Torum. 
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When the ancient Olympics began, the greatest athletes in Greece gathered 

before a statue of Zeus Horkios, the god of oaths. Laid before its feet would 

be the freshly cut meat of a boar sacrificed by priests in a mystical ritual 

that brought down the power of the gods. 

Beneath the vengeful stone gaze of the god of lightning, the athletes 

would have to swear an oath. They would use no foul play to win these 

games. They would not bribe their judges, they would not sabotage their 

opponents — and above all, they would not use black magic. If a man was 

caught using curses and hexes to win, Zeus, the athletes were promised, 

would smite them into ashes. 

Even with the threat of Zeus’s wrath above them, some Olympic athletes 

relied on the dark arts to win. They would enact complex rituals and 

engrave curse tablets that called upon the gods to bind and cripple their 

competitors. Nearly 2,000 curse tablets have been found already, and there 

are surely thousands more that we’ve never seen. 

Whether the curses ever had any effect, they were, to the ancient Greeks, 

a real threat. For an Olympian competing for glory, there was a greater 

problem than just the man competing against you. They were fighting 

against the powers of the gods themselves. 
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The affair of Ares and 

Aphrodite is well-known, but 

other myths describe her 

flings and subsequent children 

with Dionysus, Hermes, 

and Poseidon. Aphrodite’s magic 

girdle also appears in myths 

when others borrow it to inspire 

love and desire. Zeus himself fell 

prey to the enchanted object 

when Hera would wear it to 

incite his love. 

Since Aphrodite was at the heart 

of so many affairs between 

other gods and mortals, it is said 

that Zeus decided she should 

also take a turn at losing some 

control and falling madly in love 

with humans. That explains how 

Aphrodite came to have a deep 

passion for Anchises and give 

birth to Aeneas and Lyrus. 

Like many of the gods, Aphrodite 

was said to be rather vain and 

expected that humans would 

worship her and her powers. 

People who refused to do so, or 

somehow offended the goddess, 

were severely punished. 

For example, Aphrodite 

made King Minos of Crete’s 

daughter Phaedra, who was 

also Theseus’ wife, fall in love 

with her stepson. 

Classical mythology also suggests 

that Aphrodite was indirectly 

responsible for the Trojan War. 

This is because Paris chose 

Aphrodite as the winner of 

the golden apple over Athena 

and Hera in a goddess beauty 

contest, after Aphrodite 

promised him the most beautiful 

woman in the world — Helen. She 

also intervened in the war a few 

times, most famously to save 

Aeneas and to help Ares. 

HOW THE GREEKS CAME T0 LOVE 
APHRODITE 

Although these myths surrounding 

Aphrodite are Greek, Aphrodite 

is not a Greek creation, but more 

of an acquisition. She is a version 

of the goddess Ashtart, also 

called Astarte, Ishtar, Isis, and a 

number of other variants, when she 

appears in different places around 

the Mediterranean and throughout 

the Middle East. As a goddess, 

Astarte held dominion not only 

over love, but also heaven and war. 

Over time, Aphrodite’s function was 

narrowed down to the goddess of 

love, although she is occasionally 

depicted with weapons or married to 

Ares, the Greek god of war, which is 

evidence of her bellicose beginnings. 

Aphrodite resulted from a 

syncretism, or merging, between 

a Greek deity and this goddess 

of many names from the east. 

The myth of Aphrodite and 

Adonis supports this version of 

her story. In this tragic romantic 

tale, Aphrodite falls in love with 

a mortal named Adonis, but he 

is killed by a boar’s tusk while 

hunting. Shakespeare wrote a 

version of this story, and so did the 

Roman poet Ovid in the first century 

AD, but its roots are much older than 

these two writers. 

In ancient Mesopotamia, the 

goddess was called Inanna and 

her mortal lover was Dumuzi. Just 

as the goddess’ name varies by 

region, Dumuzi has his other epithet 

“Adonis.” This name has Semitic 

roots, and it is the same as the 

invocation “oh my lord,” or adonai in 

Hebrew. This tragic love story 

between a powerful goddess and the 

ill-fated mortal man appears in many 

cultures throughout the Middle 

The "Burney Relief" 
carving of Ishtar 

East and attests to Aphrodite’s 

origins outside of Greece. 

The Greeks had two 

contradicting birth myths for 

Aphrodite, their goddess of 
love. Hesiod tried to explain 

her name and places of 

worship when writing her 

origin story, while Homer 

took up the version that 

made her subordinate to the 

most powerful god, Zeus. But 

studying the religions of other 

ancient cultures demonstrates 

that both stories were attempts 

by Greek poets to integrate 

a foreign goddess into their 

existing belief structure. m 
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the biggest Internet portal, 

providing you various content: 

GH obrand new books, trending movies, 

fresh magazines, hot games, 

recent software, latest music releases. 

Unlimited satisfaction one low price 

Cheap constant access to piping hot media 

Protect your downloadings from Big brother 

Safer, than torrent-trackers 

18 years of seamless operation and our users’ satisfaction 

All languages 

Brand new content 

One site 

AvaxHome - Your End Place 

We have everything for all of your needs. Just open https://avxlive.icu 
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ITALIAN, Lunedi (Monday) 
N honors the moon, and Martedi 

(Tuesday) honors Mars, the God of 

War. Mercoledi (Wednesday) tributes Mercury, 

the son of Jupiter and Maia and one of the 

Pleiades. Giovedi (Thursday) is from the Latin 

term lovis dies and pays homage to Jupiter, 

the King of the Gods. Venerdi (Friday) honors 

Venus, the goddess of love. Sabbato (Saturday) 

is from the Hebrew word Sabbath (day of rest), 

while Domenica (Sunday) is from the Latin dies 

dominica (Day of the Lord). 

Considering that such names are still in place, 

the deities to which they refer remain culturally 

important. This also holds true for the days 

of the week in English and other Germanic 

languages: 

Monday is the day of the Moon, which in 

German is Mond and was Mona in Old English. 

In Old Norse it was Mani, the divine lunar 

personification. 

Tuesday honors the deity Tyr, who was called 

Tiu (Tiw) in Old English. During the Viking Age, 

he was an Aesir god, but he was one of the most 

important Norse deities, along with Odin and 

Thor. According to legends ascribed to him, the 

wolf Fenrir ripped off his hand, and this missing 

hand defines him. It is symbolic of skill in war, 

justice, and oaths. Sometimes, worshippers 

referred to him as a military deity. However, this 

god did not originate during the Viking Age, but 

much earlier. Tyr is the more modern name for 

an extremely ancient Proto-Germanic god called 

Tiwaz, which was known as Dyeus in Proto-Indo- 

European languages. The word Dyeus is the 

origin of the English word “day.” Hence, the very 

word “day” acknowledges Tyr, so Tuesday is a 

double celebration of this important god! 

Wednesday celebrates Odin, known as Wodin in 

Old Saxon and Wotan or Wodan in German. The 

word replaced the name Wodanaz (Master of 

Ecstasy), which was applied to an ancient god. 

In Norse, he was originally called Odinn, a name 

composed of the noun “odr” (joy, anger, and 

inspiration) and “—inn” (exemplar of, master 

of). Followers connected him to war, wisdom, 

poetry, magic, and the realm of the dead. Many 

people worshipped him, and ceremonies to gain 

his favor sometimes included human sacrifice 

caused by a spear or noose. 

Wednesday celebrates Odin 
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Pjofastafur rune for 
magical protection 

against thieves 

Reevedis/CC BY SA 4.0 

Odin is credited with humankind’s 

creation because he allegedly 

formed the first human beings 

Embla and Ask, and he taught 

humans how to understand 

mystical runes and how to write 

poetry. Odin is associated with the 

Yuletide celebration, and (attesting 

to its importance), many modern 

families who celebrate Christmas 

(celebration of the anointed one) 

still display a Yule log, which is 

burned in the hearth. 

Thursday honors Thor. His name, 

which is pronounced with a “D” 

sound in many languages (e.g. 

Dunar and Donar), comes from the 

Proto-Germanic word for thunder, 

dunraz. Birthed from Odin and 

the Earth itself, he abides in 

Thrudvang with his wife, daughter, 

and two sons in a huge mansion 

called Bilskimir, which has 640 

rooms. He was originally the god 

of thunder, and he is most known 

for his depictions with a giant 

hammer called Mjdlnir. This device 

has supernatural qualities and 

wields great power. In countries 

in which Old English was spoken, 

Thor was particularly worshipped 

on his day, Thunresdaeg (Thunar’s 

Day). In German it is called 

Donnerstag (Donar’s Day), and in 

modern English it is still Thor’s Day 

(Thursday). 

Friday is the Day of Freya, also 

known as Gefn, Vanadis, Syr, and 

Mardoll. Freyja means “lady,” and 

it stems from the Proto-German 
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“Frawion.” The Old Saxon term 

is Frua, and Old High German’s 

is Frouwa. The Norse goddess of 

love, she is associated with sex, 

fertility, and beauty, and more 

remotely connected to gold, 

shamanic sorcery, death, and 

war. She owns a special necklace 

called Brisingamen, which is 

known as a shining torc. “Men” 

means “neck-ring” in Old Norse, 

and “brisingr” signifies “amber” 

or “fire.” It is assumed that 

this necklace has otherworldly 

The Norse, — 

goddess of 
love, Freya is 
associated with 

sex, fertility, and 

qualities. She rides a chariot 

pulled by two cats, and is often 

depicted with the symbolic boar 

Hildisvini, which was also the 

name of a boar-helmet used in 

war. She wears a falcon-feather 

cloak, and she is married to Oor, 

a deity similar to Odin in many 

aspects. Together they have two 

daughters: Hnoss and Gersemi. 

She is part of the Vanir: the holy 

group of deities associated with 

magic, nature, wisdom, fertility, 

and prognostication. 
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Saturnalia, by Antofime Galles 

Saturday’s etymology is different 

from its European counterparts, 

as the word does not derive from 

the Hebrew word Sabbath. In Old 

English, it was Saeterdaeg: the day 

(daeg) of Saturn (Saetern). Saturn 

was invoked for success in 

agricultural harvests, but his 

origins are unknown. Some claim 

that his name comes from the 

verb “satum” (to sow) due to his 

agricultural connections, but it is 

also possible that it came from 

Satre, the Etruscan god. In time, he 

became almost synonymous to the 

Greek god Cronus, the leader of 

the Titans, who were Uranus’ and 

72 

Gaia’s descendants. He supposedly 

taught Latium’s inhabitants how 

to plant seeds and harvest grains, 

and he is often depicted with a 

sickle. Saturn is also associated 

with the progression of time and 

therefore seasons, and his most 

famous temple was located in 

the Roman Forum. It was called 

Templum Saturni and it was a 

popular pilgrimage site during 

Saturnalia, the festival honoring 

Saturn. 

Sunday is obviously the Day of 

the Sun, originating from the Old 

English Sunnandaeg, which has 

similar nomenclature in other 

languages, such as the Frisian 

Sunnandei and the Old Saxon 

Sunnundag. 

The days of the week all honor 

different deities, which obviously 

remain culturally important (since 

they are still used). The months 

likewise have meanings. Even the 

word “calendar” has a meaning 

that is generally unknown. It 

stems from the Latin calendae, 

which means “the first day of 

every month.” From this word 

“calendarium” was derived, which 

was a book used for keeping track 

of the interest money-borrowers 

owed. 



Marble bust of the 

two-faced Janus, 

representing gazing 
into the future 
and the past 

te ay ee 
Goddess Juno from the Quattro Fon‘ 

MONTHS AND ANCIENT VALUES 

January honors Janus (lanuarius): the 

god of initiations, transitions, gates, 

time, and portals. He has two faces in 

depictions, which seek the future and 

the past. His temple gates were open 

when war was ongoing, and they were 

closed when peace took hold once 

again. 

February pays homage to the Roman 

purification god Februus. The Etruscans 

also worshipped him, but they equated 

him with death and the underworld 

in addition to ablution (cleansing). 

February was selected to honor him 

due to a celebration praising the deity 

that occurred on the 15th of the month, 

which included sacrifice and ablutions. 

March revers Mars, the god of war and 

protector of agriculture. His power was 

only surpassed by Jupiter and he was 

the most important military god among 

the Romans. Most festivals honoring 

him were held during March (Martius), 

and we have maintained his monthly 

| [ebatoymdatew \coynareval 

goddess was 
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state’s protector. 
In Greece, she 

was called Hera 

tane (the Four Fountains) in Rome 

appellation through modern times. 

The origins of April are technically 

unknown, but it is likely that it stemmed 

from the Vulgar Latin and Italian word 

“aprire” (to open), calling attention to 

the budding flowers and trees that come 
alive in spring. 

The genesis of May is known, however; 

it refers to a goddess venerated in 

Umbria called Maius or Maia. The 

daughter of Atlas and Pleione and 

Hermes’s mother, she was adopted by 

the Greeks and honored using the same 

name. 

June idolizes Juno, the Roman goddess 

who was considered the state’s 

protector. She was thought to be either 

Saturn’s daughter or sister, and Jupiter’s 

wife, the mother of both Mars and 

Vulcan. In Greece, she was called Hera, 

and she might have stemmed from the 

Etruscan goddess Uni. In depictions, she 

wears a goatskin cloak and appears with 

a peacock. 
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July is the month of lulius 

(Julius Caesar) and August is 

named after Augustus 

Caesar. 

The rest of the 

months are self- 

evident. September (seventh 

month), October (eighth 

month), November (ninth 

month) and December (tenth 

month) come from the Latin 

numbers septem, octo, 
novem, and decem, and they 

were put into place before 

the calendar was updated. 

Certainly, the terms a 

society uses to measure 

time indicate what it 

values in addition to its 

history. Keeping in mind 

the origins of our months 

and days, it is clear that we 

do not stand alone. We are 

connected to Norse, Roman, 

and Greek cultures, among 

many others. The gods our 

ancestors worshipped are 

still honored, demonstrating 

that values do not entirely 

disappear. They may be 

modified; festivals change, 

and deities adopt different 

designations, but they do not 

die. The names of months 

and days continue to call 

attention to our origins and 

the slow modification of our 

beliefs. = 
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The Caduceus 

Symbol of an Ancient God 

Today, the caduceus — a staff entwined 

by two serpents, sometimes surmounted 

by wings — is used around the world by 

organizations associated with trade, 

commerce, and customs. By extension of 

its association with the Greek messenger 

of the gods, Hermes, and his Roman 

counterpart Mercury, the caduceus is a 

I=Yoro)=4n) 420 MWVin0) oe) Mey al=t-xolur-iulola Mm alae 

there is a need for balanced exchange 
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The caduceus was a gift from the Greek 

god Apollo to Hermes as a gesture 

of friendship. Hermes’ skill was in 

persuasion and bartering, lending him 

the role of patron of merchants and 

diplomats. 

The caduceus was also a symbol of 

ace. According to one legend, Hermes 

essed two snakes entwined in 

mortal combat. Separating them with 

his rod, he brought peace between 

them, and as a result, his staff with two 

entwined serpents became a sign of 

reconciliation. 

The caduceus is often incorrectly used 
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the United States of America, due to 
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symbol, the Rod of Asclepius the Healer, 

which has only one entwined serpent 

and is never depicted with wings. 

The caduceus mistakenly remains the 

emblem of the U.S. Army Medical Corps. 

The caduceus with two 
snakes, left, and the 

Rod of Asclepius with a 
single serpent, right 





.N GODS 
RITUALS & SACRIFICES TO THE 

ALL-POWERFUL SOLAR GODS 

|| BY LIZ LEAFLOOR 

The ancients knew him well. He was as powerful 

as a god, as dangerous as a demon. He generously 

gave life —- and he ruthlessly took it away. 





Even in belief systems which 

incorporated many deities attributed 

to the natural world, the sun was a 

mainstay. It is easy to find examples 

of worship to solar gods throughout 

human history in the Americas. Ancient, 

even prehistoric, symbolism, rituals, 

and monuments 

reveal people 

The sun was not necessarily the supreme 

creator; instead, it was frequently the 

child of creator gods. Sometimes, myth 

held that the sun and moon were twins. 

It went that after nothingness came 

creation, and then generally a sun, a 

moon counterpart or sibling, followed by 

additional celestial 

bodies to inhabit 

across varying Curiously, though he was the newborn 

landscapes, universe. 

climates, and dangerous, he was almost 
The movements of 

cultures are always welcomed the sun affected 
connected by 

worshiping solar 

deities. 

AMERICAN GODS IN THE SKY 

Usually seen as male, the American solar 

gods were not just life-bringers, they 

were often warrior gods as well. Their 

shining nature, powerful and dominant, 

was symbolized by fire, shields, and 

golden idols, relics, discs, or masks. 

all. The changing 

of the seasons 

and the connection to the sun in the sky 

was cemented in the minds of ancient 

peoples of America. High temples and 

monuments in alignment to the sun’s 

travels were a necessity. Dances and 

rituals were practiced and passed on 

to following generations. For, without 

sacrifice and offerings to sun gods, peril 

could follow! 
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2 Cth ye 

A SACRED SUN DANCE 

Before European colonization, the 

indigenous people of the Americas 

extensively worshiped the sun. 

A prominent feature of many 

religions, often a ritualized dance 

was the most important ceremony. 

These were occasions when bands 

would gather to reaffirm their 

beliefs about the universe and 

creation. 

The Sun Dance was a vital annual 

tradition of the Plains Indians of 

North America. Held in the late 

spring or early summer, hundreds 

of people would attend, seeking 

access to powers or insight from 

the supernatural world. This 

concept can be found globally in 

solar worship. A Sun Dance was 

done to ensure the tribe’s well- 

being through a physical and 

spiritual ordeal that was offered in 

sacrifice for their people. 

The Sun Dance included grueling 

tests of endurance; for those who 

pledged to endure in the ritual, 

dancing might go on for days, 

with no food or water taken. Skin 

might be pierced with wooden 

skewers strung with leather 

thongs, and then heavy weights 

were attached, such as a buffalo 

skull, which would be dragged 

across the ground. The dancing 

would continue until the skin 

ripped or the dancer succumbed 

to exhaustion. 

In the 1800s, the Sun Dance was 

disallowed and discouraged by 

USA and Canada, however, the 

dance continued in secret and now 

sun dancing remains a significant 

religious ritual among many Plains 

peoples - but without the more 

extreme endurance trials. 



WHO WORKED THE HARDEST? 

In the Arizona region of America, 

the Hopi people believe that in 

the beginning there were two 

entities: the Sun-God, Tawa, and 

Kokyangwuhti the Spider-Woman, 

the Earth-Goddess. While the sun 

was indeed a powerful creator, 

he had to share creative control 

with the goddess. Tawa controlled 
everything in the Above, while 

the Spider-Woman was in charge 

of all in the Below. It’s said 

these two were the creators of 

all living things to come. But in 

some versions of the legend, 

the sun merely watches as other 

goddesses create everything. No 

matter who gets the credit, it is 

still traditional for Hopi mothers 

to seek a blessing from the sun for 

their newborn children. 

Top: A mural depicting Tawa, the sun 
spirit and creator in Hopi mythology 

Above: The Aztec Sun Stone, an 

enormous basalt disk covered with 
carvings referring to the Aztec 
creation myth 

Left: Illustration of Native American 

Sun Dancers strung with ropes to a 
pole in an endurance ritual 
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The sun god actually has to work 

for a living, according to the 

Navajo people of the American 

Southwest. Every day Johonaa’éi, 

or sun bearer, must laboriously 

haul the blazing sun across the sky 

on his back. He can only rest at 

night when his work is done, as he 

hangs the sun on a peg in the wall. 

The Navajo built dwellings made 

of wood and covered in mud, with 

the door always facing east to 

welcome the sun each morning. 

EAGLES, TURTLES, AND BISON, OH 
MY! 

In the northeastern United States 

and Eastern Canada, the Abenaki 

people believed that "Sun-Bringer" 

was a great eagle whose wings 

opened to create the day and 

closed to cause nighttime. 

For the Blackfoot tribes of Alberta, 

Canada, Napioa is an important 

figure. The sun god is known by 

many names including Napioa, Old 

man, and Napi. Napioa floated on 

a river and came across a turtle 

with a mouth full of mud. It was 

this mud which the sun god used 

to create the earth. With the same 

mud he formed men and women 

as well. Then Napioa made bison 

for the people to hunt. 

LAND OF THE MIDNIGHT SUN 

The Inuit are a group of indigenous 

people who live in Alaska, 

Greenland, and the Arctic. Malina, 

the Inuit solar goddess, was 

known for her passion, courage, 

and beauty. However, she was 

constantly fleeing from her twin 

brother, Annigan, the lunar god. 

There are many versions of 

the reasons behind their strife, 

including arguments and Annigan 

attacking her for her beauty, but as 

night follows day, so does Annigan 

constantly chase Malina across 
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Navajo Yebichai (Yei Bi Chei) 
dancers, USA, 1900. Healing 

ceremonies known as sings, or 

chants, are designed to restore 

equilibrium to the cosmos 
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the sky. It’s believed that during 

solar eclipses, he has temporarily 

caught up with the fiery woman, 

but when the eclipse is done, the 

celestial chase resumes. 

SACRIFICE TO THE SUN 

The Aztecs of Mesoamerica 

carefully observed the sun’s 

movements, and many of the 

remaining Aztec monuments and 

structures are aligned to the sun. 

In Aztec creation myth, it’s 

understood that the universe isn’t 

permanent, but can live and die 

like any living being. Each time it 

dies, it is reborn into a new age or 

“sun.” Each sun was a god with its 

own cosmic era who would reign 

until expelled from the sky, and a 

new god would take over. 



Huitzilopochtli was a 

Mesoamerican solar deity who 

was also a god of war and human 

sacrifice. He was the patron of 

the city of Tenochtitlan — a huge, 

ancient capital city-state of the 

Aztec Empire, in what is now the 

heart of Mexico City. 

In myth, Huitzilopochtli was said 

to have come from his mother 

Coatlicue, a goddess who also 

birthed the moon and stars. He 

was born fully grown and fully 

armed, to protect himself from his 

murderous siblings. 

The grand temple of Tenochtitlan, 

Templo Mayor, was dedicated 

simultaneously to two gods: 

Huitzilopochtli, god of the sun, and 

Tlaloc, god of rain and agriculture - 

safely covering all the bases. If you 

wanted to eat and thus survive, 

sacrificing to both sun and rain 

gods for a bountiful crop seems 

wise! The infamous bloody human 

sacrifices at the ancient temples of 

South America were not relegated 

only to solar gods, however much 

they featured in the rituals. 

Other Aztec solar deities include 

Nanahuatzin, the humblest of the 

gods, who sacrificed himself in fire 

so that he would continue to shine 

on Earth as the sun. 

Tonatiuh was portrayed as a 

warrior, with arrows and a shield. 

He carried a human spine to signify 

his part in bloodletting and human 

sacrifice. It was believed Tonatiuh 

demanded human sacrifice as 

tribute and without it would refuse 

to move through the sky. 20,000 

people are said to have been 

sacrificed each year to Tonatiuh 

- although this could have been 

spread by the Aztecs as a way 

to inspire fear in their enemies, 

or possibly a lie by the Spanish, 

demonizing the indigenous people. 
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ECLIPSE, A TIME OF FEAR 

Ancient Americans didn’t 

just respect the power of 

the sun god, they also feared 

what might happen when 

he disappeared. The impact 

of solar eclipses, and day 

turning to night ‘unnaturally’, 

had huge implications. 

Pregnant Aztec women 

believed that the darkening 

sky would cause their 

children to be born with 

deformities, without noses 

or lips, cross-eyed—or even 

born as mice. 

Even as conquering 

Europeans brought a literal 

death of the old ways of 

culture and belief to the New 

World, so did they bring with 

them to the Americas their 

own version of solar worship. 

Christianity is thick with links 

to solar worship, as can be 

seen in iconography and 

Biblical references: 

"The Lord God is a sun..." - 

Psalms 84:11 

"The sun of righteousness 

will rise with healing in its 

rays..." - Malachi 4:2. 

"And he was transfigured 

before them, and his face 

shone like the sun, and his 

garments became white as 

light." - Matthew 17:2 

In a text by the 12th- 

century Syrian bishop Jacob 

Bar-Salibi, it is noted that 

Christians chose to celebrate 



the birth of Jesus on 

December 25 because this 
was the date of the popular 

existing festival ‘Sol Invictus’ 

("Unconquered Sun”), which 

was the official sun god of 

the later Roman Empire and 

a patron of soldiers. The text 

read: 

“It was a custom of the 

Pagans to celebrate on 

the same 25 December 

the birthday of the Sun, 

at which they kindled 

lights in token of festivity. 

In these solemnities and 

revelries the Christians 

also took part. Accordingly 

when the doctors of the 

Church perceived that the 

Christians had a leaning 

to this festival, they took 

counsel and resolved that 

the true Nativity should be 

solemnized on that day.” 

This means that the 
many rich cultures and 

mythologies of the ancient 

Indigenous Americans, 

as well as later European 

immigrants to American 

shores, all share a history 

of solar worship, and these 

traditions survive in rituals 

and observances to this day. 

The sun god isn’t dead — he 

shines on, bringing power 

and life to the land and its 

people. = 



Comeback : 
The Resurgence of Paganism ~ahe 



OVER the past two 
centuries, Europe has 

become increasingly secular. 

Scholars no longer talk of the 

Christian West when they 

speak of Modern Europe 

and North America, but of 

the Secular West. There 

is, however, evidence of a 

spiritual revival stirring on 

the continent. 
The word "paganism" has 

come to refer to various pre- 

Old traditions pre-dating Christian religions belonging to a 

the appearance of the number of ancient cultures with 

Jewish carpenter turned diverse beliefs. The truth about 

Messiah are beginning to "paganism", however, is that it is 

re-emerge. Since the 19th a historically inaccurate phrase 

century, there has been an that rose in popularity merely as a 

increasing interest in ancient matter of convenience, rather than 

pre-Christian European of accuracy. 

religions such as ancient 

Greek, Germanic, Celtic, and 

Slavic paganism. This stems 

from an increasing interest 

in spirituality in Europe, 

specifically a spirituality 

in touch with European 

heritage and ethnic roots ina 

similar manner to indigenous 

religions of Native Americans 

and Aboriginal Australians. 

The term itself stems from the 

Latin paganus translated loosely 

along the lines of "country 

dweller"; thus, it was initially 

a word describing a person of 

locality rather than a religion. 

However, because of its usage in 

ancient texts, medieval authors 

mistakenly believed it referenced 

a religious sect and thereby gave 

maay-m eo) gas ofe)alel|atemerealatele-lale) an 

Among modern pagans, The term was revived during the 

there are two approaches Renaissance when writers were 

to reviving pagan practices. trying to differentiate the old 

One is syncretism, in which ide-leliulo)amage)anmaat-l|aae)alx-yaalolele-1aV 

elements of historical ethnic Christian faith. 

religions, such as the ancient 

Norse religion, are combined 

with modern movements 

such as Wicca, Theosophy, or 

other New Age philosophies. 

This is largely based on 

romantic views of these 

ancient religions which 

emerged in the 19th century 

and which may or may not 

While the term “paganism” is 

rooted in misconceptions, it has, 

over the centuries, become a 

generally accepted term for a 

(of hV=) ecX=¥ ro) |(=Youn(o) ae) im 0) @=ea Gl ala ciur-] a) 

religions. 

be historically accurate. 



NORDIC PAGANISM 

In Iceland, the Norse gods are 

making a particularly strong 

comeback and Nordic paganism 

is now Iceland’s fastest-growing 

religion, with the construction 

of the first temple to Thor and 

Odin in Iceland in over 1,000 

years. Denmark too completed a 

pagan temple dedicated to Odin 

for the first time in a millennium in 

2016. 

The other approach 

is polytheistic reconstructionism, 

which is an attempt to make a 

historically accurate reconstruction 

of these ancient religions based on 

historical sources, archaeological 

data, and perhaps ethnographic 

comparison. Reconstructionists 

avoid embellishing ancient pagan 

religions with modern movements 

and ideologies. 

GERMANIC HEATHENRY 

One of the largest movements 

currently, which can be either 

syncretic or reconstructionist, is 

the revival of Germanic paganism 

or “Heathenry.” Modern Germanic 

pagans, or Heathens as they prefer 

to call themselves, worship the old 

Germanic gods, especially Thor 

and Odin, as well as Germanic 

nature spirits such as elves and 

trolls. Germanic Heathens appear 

to have three different approaches 

to proselytizing and practicing 

their religion. Some Heathens 

simply emphasize the worship 
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Nordic paganism 
is now Iceland’s 
fastest-growing 

religion, with 
the construction 

of the first temple 
to Thor and Odin 
in Iceland in over 

1,000 years 

of the Germanic gods 

and believe that anyone, 

regardless of their national, 

ethnic, or racial background, 

can worship the gods. 

There are other Heathens, 

however, who believe that 

Germanic cultural and 

spiritual values also need 

to be adopted in order to 

be true worshipers of the 

Germanic gods. Most of the 

latter group of Heathens 

also believe that worship 

of the Germanic gods is not 

limited to any particular 

ethnic or racial background, 

simply that those individuals 

interested in worshiping 

them should learn something 

about and agree with some 

aspects of the culture from 

which they originated. 

Germanic paganism is, after 

all, technically an ethnic 

religion. 

Jonina K. Berg/CC BY SA 3.0 

Lenka Kovafova/CC BY SA 3.0 



Haukurth/CC BY SA 3.0 

1 - Jormundur Ingi Hansen being sworn in as allsherjargodi ("common 
chieftain" or "high priest" 

2 - Icelandic neopagans, members of Asatrtarfélagid, are about to conduct 
a religious ceremony, Sigurbl6t (Sacrifice for Victory) on the First Day of 
Summer 

3 - contemporary Icelandic pagans, members of Asatrtiarfélagid 



SLAVIC PAGANISM 

Slavic paganism or Heathenry is also 

enjoying a resurgence in Eastern 

Europe in countries with large Slavic 

populations. A movement known 

as Rodnovery or “Native Faith” 

is made up of communities that 

claim to continue the ancient Slavic 

religion, which was mostly replaced 

by Eastern Orthodox Christianity. 

This movement is especially strong 

in Poland - despite the nation’s 

dominant Catholic identity. Many 

Rodnovery are self-described 

reconstructionists, but others claim 

direct continuity with the ancient 

traditions - claiming that their 

families continued the old religion 

in secret or in a cloaked form 

alongside Christianity. 
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HELLENISM 

In Greece, a couple of 

organizations have emerged 

promoting a revival of the ancient 

Greek religion under the name 

“Hellenism.” The Hellenists also 

call themselves Dodekatheists 

or believers in the 12 Olympian 

deities. Religious practices in 

Hellenism include public worship 

at temples or in outdoor open 

spaces of the major Greek gods, 

Zeus, Poseidon, Apollo, Artemis, 

Hera, Athena, Ares, Aphrodite, 

Demeter, Hephaestus, Hermes, 

Hestia, Dionysus, and Hades 

among others. There is also a large 

household worship component 

centered on domestic Greek 

deities such as Hestia, goddess of 

the hearth. 

Most Hellenists are politically 

inactive, but some of them 

desire to create a national and 

ethnic identity for Greece not 

rooted in Eastern Orthodoxy. 

Some Hellenists have been 

vocally hostile towards the Greek 

Orthodox Church, but many 

simply want to practice their 

religion amicably alongside Greek 

Christians. 

CELTIC PAGANISM 

In addition to the revival of 

Greek, Germanic, and Slavic forms 

of paganism, there is also an 

attempt to revive Celtic paganism. 

There are both reconstructionist 

Modern Celtic pagans and 

syncretic Modern Celtic pagans 

- who also incorporate Wicca 



The ancient Roman state religion is making a comeback. In 2009, a group of 

Xo) aat-laM \=Xe) ek-l<x-]alsm oXeL0]=4 alm f-lalemal-y-1 eu xe) i e-)V7- Fm OL de] ]al-vur-]alom ol-tex-]amocelatsid gel oia lola} 

of a public temple to Jupiter, the luppiter-Perunus temple, which opened in 

2017. Roman weddings and minor rites have taken place at the temple for 

the first time in 1600 years. Plans are underway to expand the site to include 

temples to Minerva, Juno, and Mars, among other prominent deities in the old 

Roman state religion. 

and other traditions into their 

religion. Modern Celtic pagans 

use the Lunar calendar of the 

ancient Celts and celebrate the 

solstices and equinoxes as well 

as the cross-quarter days, days 

that are half-way between one 

of the solstices and one of the 

equinoxes, as religious festivals. 

These festivals include the well- 

known festivals of Samhain and 

Imbolc. There does not appear to 

VN ofon'{ers\ (cs pal of) nome) mW (onie- We \Coyeat-Meceyate Lb Coiarc i \Co)ont-bauct-(euba(@cmcomaatc 

goddess Concordia between the ruins of Aquincum, the modern 

have been any attempt to connect 

Contemporary Celtic paganism to 

a political agenda or nationalist 

movement, unlike the other forms 

of contemporary paganism. 

Religions shape civilizations. When 

Europe became Christian and 

the Middle East and North Africa 

became Muslim, two civilizations 

were formed which were quite 

different because of the religious 

traditions on which they were 

city of Budapest, Hungary, during the Roman festival of Floralia 

based. Europe most likely will 

not become pagan again, but it is 

interesting to think of what sort of 

civilization would be birthed from 

the revival of one of these ancient 

religious traditions. What would 

a modern pagan Greece look 

like culturally and politically, for 

example? One thing is for certain, 

it would go in a rather different 

direction than either a Christian or 

Secularist Greece. m 
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In 333 AD, Ethiopia 

became the second 

(orolU alam al sine) alors] INVA 

following only Armenia, 

to have officially 
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as its state religion, but 

id a(om sidal(o)e)-]am@)auareyeloy. 

Tewahedo Church still 

formed part of the 

(Coy 0} n(om @) an aloyoloy a Gale) aaa) 
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refers to the miaphysitic 

(On asixe) (oys4(er-] MUN AY 

followed by fifth century 
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- the belief in the one 

perfectly unified nature 

of Christ. In 1959 the 

church was finally 

granted autocephaly 

by Cyril VI, Pope of 

idat=M Ge) o) nom Oa aateloloy. 

Church of Alexandria. 

The Tewahedo Canon 

contains 81 books. In 

1960 Emperor Haile 

Selassie ordered a 

new translation of the 

Amharic version of the 

7 Bible. Weddasé Maryam 
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Commemorating 
the Godly Bird 
And Grasping At Straws 

N February 10th or 11th every year since ‘.) 

the 1600s, the people of Yamagata, a 

northern prefecture of Japan, gather at the Gi S e ©) r 1 

Kaminoyama Castle to celebrate the Kasedori 

Matsuri (festival). Legend holds that in the e 

17th century, a terrible wildfire ravaged 

the land, destroying crops and villages in its |= e S t ] VG | 
wake, until the legendary Kasedori bird—an 

incarnation of the spirit of god—brought water Il By Dr. Micki Pistorius 

and extinguished the fire. 

For more than 200 years, from 1603 to 1868, 

Japan was ruled by the Edo Shogunate—a 

feudal military system, where the daimyo, or 

feudal lords, were subjugated to the shoguns 

or military dictators, who were in turn 

appointed by the Emperor. 

Although there are ruins of foundations of 

previous castles, Kaminoyama Castle, also 

known as Tsukoka-j6, was built in 1535 by the 

Mogami clan, but they were dispossessed 

when it became the headquarters for the 

daimyo of the Kaminoyama Domain. The 

castle passed through different hands and the 

Toki clan built a donjon or fortified tower or 

keep, which was destroyed by the end of the 

17th century. The castle was then occupied 

by the Fujii branch of the Matsudaira clan 

until 1868, when imperial rule was returned 

to Emperor Meiji. In 1872, the castle was sold 

to the government and turned into a museum 

and park. 

In 1982, on the site of the second bailey, a 

reconstruction of a typical Edo period donjon 

was erected. It is here at the Gate Square 

(Monzen Hiroba) where a huge bonfire is lit for 

the Kasedori festival on February 11. 

Men, dressed in straw coats, called kendai to 

imitate the bird, gather to pray around the 

bonfire. Then they begin to dance, calling 

Kakkakaa, mimicking the manner of the bird. 
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This ritual is performed to avert future fires streets lined with food and souvenir stalls, 

and secure a prosperous new year. finally ending in Ueyama city, where they 

; ; consume copious amounts of saki. The 
Despite the cold, and sometimes snow, Kasedori festival has been declared an 
spectators carry buckets of water and ladles Intangible Cultural Heritage by UNESCO. 

to splash the dancers and it is believed those 

splashed will enjoy good fortune. As they A similar event, called Yonekawa Mizukaburi, 

dance, wisps of straw detach from the kendai takes place in northern Miyagi. Yonekawa 

costumes and these are then quickly grabbed Mizukaburi originally began over 800 years ago 

and tied into the hair of young maidens to and is held every year on the first weekend 

ensure they have long and lustrous ponytails of February. During this festival, men of 42 

— as a woman’s hair is considered a social years of age also dress up in straw costumes, 

grace and a compliment to her parents. Wisps but differing from the Kasedori festival, in this 

of straw are also said to bring good luck in case, they cover their faces in soot and walk 

business ventures. through town. They throw buckets of water 

onto houses and eager crowds of residents 

and tourists. The symbolism of the lucky straw 

remains the same as it brings prosperity to 

whoever is lucky enough to grasp it! m 

The revelers leave the castle grounds 

and proceed towards the direction of 

Kaminoyamaonsen station, dancing in the 
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mM A mino is a traditional Japanese garment made 

; i | from rice straw that covers the entire body. 

} & . It was used as a form of rain gear due to the 

© water repellent properties of rice straw. The 

garment is cheap, easy to weave and fasten, 

and lightweight—but it is bulky and highly 

1d FeTaaant-]e) (oom eler-\ Amani lace mcm at-)Viem el=1-) alma) o) F-Leccie| 

with more practical modern-day rain gear, but 

minos continue to be worn as costumes in folk 

festivals. 



"Essential Greeks has been a very 
entertaining, edifying, and--as whenever 
one engages that culture--inspiring 
on-line course. Thanks for the enjoyable 
and motivating experience.” - Bill V 

intimidated—to pursue further knowledge on 
the ancient Greeks." - Marie G. 

"Thanks so much! Learned a ton and above na 

(9) all, lam now motivated—rather than 

"I enjoyed the course immensely and 
found it most intellectually (@) 
thought-provoking and enlightening. 
Many thanks to you for offering such an 
educational and stimulating experience." 
- Steven S. 

“This course is a wonderful antidote for today's 
Coronavirus messiness.” - Dan T., New Mexico 
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@RTIFACT THE GREAT BELL 
WORLD 

<a 

The Great Bell of Dhammazedi is 

the largest known bell to have ever 

been created. It is now believed 

to be underwater between 

the intersection of the Yangon 

and Bago Rivers in Myanmar. 

Numerous attempts have been 

made to locate it, but none have 

succeeded so far. 

The story of the Great Bell of 

Dhammazedi began around the 

year 1480 AD. The ruler of the 

Hanthawaddy Kingdom, King 

Dhammazedi, ordered a census 

of households in his realm. His 

ministers were overzealous in their 

work, and not only recorded the 

number of households, but had 

decided to tax them as well. When 

the king learned of this, he was not 

pleased. To appease their king, the 

ministers proposed that a bell be 

made from the almost 300 tons 

of copper they had collected from 

the people. 

In addition to copper, silver, gold, 

and tin are said to have been 

used in the casting of the bell. The 

final product was encrusted with 

emeralds and sapphires. Once 

complete, the bell was donated 

by the king to the Shwedagon 

Pagoda (the most sacred Buddhist 

site in Myanmar, then called 

Burma) in Dagon (now known as 

Yangon), and, according to popular 

legend, it was placed alongside the 

pagoda. 

At the end of the 16th century, 

a Portuguese adventurer by the 

name of Filipe de Brito y Nicote 

had set up a trading post at Syriam 

(known today as Thanlyin). Taking 

advantage of the weakening royal 

power in Burma, the adventurer 

- OF DHAMMAZEDI 

extended his control across the 
river and came to occupy Dagon 

and the surrounding countryside 

by 1600. 

In 1608, de Brito decided 

to remove the Great Bell of 

Dhammazedi from the Shwedagon 

Pagoda. He intended to bring it 

back to Syriam, where he would 

melt it and use the metal to cast 

cannons for his ships. 

De Brito is said to have managed 

to transport the bell to the Bago 

River, where it was loaded onto 

a raft. This raft was lashed to 

de Brito’s flagship and began its 

journey along the river. At the 

confluence between the Bago and 

Yangon Rivers, the raft broke up, 

and the bell sunk to the riverbed. 

Although the Great Bell of 

Dhammazedi has been lost for 

more than 400 years, it has not 

been forgotten by the people of 

Myanmar. In the past 25 years, 

at least seven serious attempts 
to locate this historical bell were 

made. For the people of Myanmar, 

the bell is regarded as a treasure 

of their country as well as the 

Buddhist faith. Hence, it is likely 

that efforts to find the lost bell 

will continue in the future and it 

may one day retake its place at the 

pagoda in Yangon. @ 97 
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If you lived 
in the Middle wee ~6$6Medieval 
are your dinner 

For commoners, 

Alicia is a researcher, would look very R. - 
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meals often That People 
consisted i 

eset Actually At (essentially a C Ud » = Co) 

cabbage soup 

with barley or 

another grain), 

beans, eggs, 

oats, or brown 

bread. Salted 

pork, cheese, 

or poultry were 

also sometimes 

available. At the time, social norms 

suggested that a person’s diet should 

reflect their place in society; hard, 

manual labor was linked to coarser, 

cheaper food and the upper classes 

were said to “need” a more refined 

diet to reflect their higher social 

standing. 

Andean cultures. 

So, while food was meant to only 

sustain the lower classes, it could 

entertain and delight the nobility. 

Around this time, people traveling 

to distant lands brought back a 

cornucopia of new and exotic 

spices and other foods. These 

were expensive imports which 

were displayed and consumed in 

a manner that would showcase a You probably wouldn’t be too keen 
wealthy family’s place in society. In to try your hand at some of their 

the Middle Ages, cooks who worked more outlandish recipes yourself, 
for royalty or the nobility created but the following recipes provide 
luxurious banquets to exemplify their 2 fascinating look at the bizarre 
creativity and the prestige of the medieval foods which really did 

household. grace banquet tables. 
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1. Porpoise Porridge 
Fasting was an important part of 

religious life in the Middle Ages. 

There were strict rules about how 

different people had to fast, what 

foods could be eaten, what time 

people could eat, and for how long 

a person had to fast. Monks and 

nuns fasted the most, but peasants 

and nobles were expected to fast 

too. Sometimes they were ordered 

to fast as penance for a sin, every 

Friday was expected to be a day of 

fasting, and apart from the other 

religious aspects, Lent also meant 

people were fasting with no meat 

for 40 days. 

But there was some leeway in 

what could be eaten — if a person 

could afford it, seafood was 

allowed during Lent. Seafood in 

this case also included seals and 

porpoise (a small-toothed whale 

that looks similar to a dolphin). 

(Gr ldatebubal 

of Aragon 

f; eae JareXet 
. a,fondness for 

jeleyg exey tere 

Porpoise in particular was considered 

a “royal fish” and members of the 

lower classes weren’t allowed to eat 

it unless they were granted special 

permission. 

Catharine of Aragon apparently had 

a fondness for porpoise. Perhaps 

she also tasted the following recipe, 

which comes from the earlier English 

cookery manuscript called The 

Forme of Cury. It was written by 

King Richard II’s cooks around 1399. 

It’s called porpoise furmenty and 

is a type of sweet, spicy porridge 

made with wheat, almond milk, and 

chunks of porpoise. The recipe says: 

“Take clene whete and bete it small 

in a morter and fanne out clene the 

dust. Waisthe it and boile it tyl it be 

tendre. Take the mylk of Almonds & 

boile them. Take up the porpays out 

of the Furmente & leshe hem ina 

dishe with hot water.” 

Awe & 
AS 

Me at s 
the {ledieval 
Banquet 
Medieval cooks and _ their 

masters had a whole different 

take on people playing with 

their food. One trick they 

enjoyed playing on banquet 

guests was to make live 

animals look like they were 

dead and cooked. 

For example, a live chicken 

could be made to look roasted 

by plucking it, covering it ina 

glaze, then putting it to sleep 

by tucking its head under one 

wing. It would be brought to 

the table with the other roast 

meat, but when it is about to 

be carved it would wake up 

and run off down the table 

upsetting all the jugs, goblets, 

and party guests. 

Another popular option for 

mischievous cooks was to 

pull the “four-and-twenty- 

blackbirds baked in a pie” 

gag. The cook would insert 

live birds, or frogs, or eels, 

in a pie immediately before 

sending it out to the table. Of 

course, as soon as the top of 

the pie was cut open, the bird 

would escape and fly away, 

or the eels would slither out 

and wriggle about, or the 

frogs would hop off down the 

table — all meant to entertain, 

distress, delight, or surprise 

the dinner guests! 



2. Cock Ale 

Cock ale appeared in the 17th 

century and is a strange mix of a 

skinned and cooked cockerel with 

raisins and dates, various spices, 

and some beer. Maybe it’s an 

alternative to chicken soup? At 

least people of the time believed it 

held some medicinal benefits. John 

Nott’s Cooks and Confectioner’s 

Dictionary (1723), for example, 

claimed that the following recipe is 

“good against a Consumption, and 

to restore a decay’d Nature.” 

“Take eight Gallons of Ale; take 

a Cock and boil him well; then 

take four pounds of Raisins of 

the Sun well stoned, two or three 

Nutmegs, three or four flakes of 

Mace, half a pound of Dates; beat 

these all in a Mortar, and put 

to them two quarts of the best 

Sack; and when the Ale hath done 

working, put these in, and stop it 

close six or seven days, and then 

bottle it, and a month after you 

may drink it.” 

Cock ale may be 
where we got the 
word ‘cocktail 
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3. Roasted Swan 
Roasted swan was considered 

a delicacy in the 14th century 

in England. It was served with 

a sauce called Chaudon, which 

consists of minced, boiled swan 

innards mixed with bread and 

powdered ginger, and it is colored 

with blood. 

The cookbook Utilis Coquinario, 

from the turn of the 14th century, 

describes the proper way to 

“orepare a swan” and make a 

Chadon sauce: For to prepare a 

swan. Take & undo him & wash 

him, & do ona spit & lard him fair 

& roast him well; & dismember 

him on the best manner & make 

a fair carving, & the sauce thereto 

shall be made in this manner, & it 

is called: Chaudon. Take the issue 

of the swan & wash it well, & scour 

the guts well with salt, & boil the 

issue all together til it be enough, 

& then take it up and wash it well 

& hew it small, & take bread & 

powder of ginger & of galingale & 

grind together & temper it with 

the broth, & color it with the 

blood. And when it is boiled & 

ground & strained, salt it, & boil 

it well together in a small pot & 

season it with a little vinegar. 

Roasted swan could even be 

“dressed up” for a special 

banquet by having the cook 

make Reclothed Swan — a cooked 

swan that was redressed in its 

skin, including its plumage. To 

accomplish this, the recipe says: 

“Take it and split it between the 

shoulders, and cut it along the 

stomach: then take off the skin 

from the neck cut at the shoulders, 

holding the body by the feet; then 

put it on the spit, and skewer it 

and gild it. And when it is cooked, 

it must be reclothed in its skin, and 

let the neck be nice and straight or 

flat; and let it be eaten with yellow 

pepper.” 



4. Lamprey Gelatin with Spices 
Lampreys are an ancient lineage of 

jawless fish that have long eel-like, 

scaly grey bodies and mouths filled 

with row after row of sharp little 

teeth. They are parasites that suck 

the blood of larger fish, but the 

Romans and Medieval Europeans 

considered them a delicacy. Like 

porpoises, they were also allowed 

to be eaten on the days when 

meat was forbidden. Legends say 

that King Henry | of England was 

such a fan of lampreys that he died 

from eating too many of them in 

1135. 

There are many recipes for cooking 

lamprey gelatin with spices. A 

translation of the French cookbook 

Enseignements qui enseingnent 

a apareillier toutes manieres de 

viandes (ca. 1300) says: “If you 

want to make lamprey galentine, 

5. Cockentrice 
and the 
Helmeted Cock 
No one could say that 

Medieval cooks weren’t 

creative. They knew all sorts 

of ways of dressing and 

decorating the food they 

served. But they were not 

content with only serving 

real animals, they also 

spliced together different 

creatures to make new 

beasts to amuse or amaze 
diners at the feast. 

take leavened bread and grind and 

put it to cook with the blood of the 

lampreys, and good white wine, and 

be leavened in the same good wine, 

and then add a great plenty of pepper 

and salt that it is enough; then take the 

lampreys and put them on a towel 

to cool, and Then take bread, 

grind it and temper with vinegar. 

And when you have done this, 

then strain it through a sieve, GE 

and then put it in a clean pan 

and make it boil and stir all day 

that it doesn't burn; then put it 

to cool and stir it well, and then 

take your ground ginger, cinnamon 

and cloves, then add nicely on your 

lampreys and cook.” 

Fit?» I a tila 
— = Ve ae 

One of the most well-known 

examples was a Tudor period 

creation called a cockentrice. 

To make a cockentrice, the 

chef would cook a pig and 

a chicken, cut them both 

in half, then sew the front 

half of the pig to the rear 

half of the chicken. Then 

the cook stuffed their pig- 

chicken hybrid, put it ona 

spit and roasted it, gilded it 

with egg yolks, saffron, and 

occasionally gold leaf, before 

serving it as a ‘ryal mete’ for 

the king and queen. 

A variation on the 

cockentrice was the famous 

Helmeted Cock. This 

recipe first appeared in the 

Medieval French cookbook 

Le Viandier de Tailleven (ca. 

1300). Instead of sewing the 

two halves of the animals 

together, in this creation, the 

bird would ride the pig while 

wearing the coats of arms 

of the lords present at the 

banquet. 
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